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L-R: Cory Nykoluk, 

VP merchandising; 
Diane Gallagher, 
director of sourcing; 
Kelsie Costa, president; 
Dan Costa, CEO. 


What kind of man walks away from his business 
when it is doing $200 million in sales? 

One with confidence, eager for the next 
challenge and one who has invaluable experience 
yet who is bursting with enthusiasm like a rookie 
in the Major Leagues. A man such as Dan Costa. 

"My daughter (Kelsie), who is an aggressive- 
minded business person, wanted to do something 
together," says Costa. "We accomplished what we 
had set out to do, so I left 5.1 1 Tactical." 

Yes, that 5. 11, the Southern California-based 
company that he had started a decade earlier. He 
was done, he was content and he walked away 
without looking back. 


BIRTH OF 5.11 


After years in the restaurant business, Costa 
bought Royal Robbins in 1999, a company that 
was selling vests to bird watchers and tactical 
pants to the FBI. As Costa started to dig in to this 
new endeavor, he discovered there was plenty of 
room for improvement. 

"They [agents] needed products that were new 
and innovative, but the suppliers were not listen- 
ing," says Costa, a Modesto, California resident. 

Thus, in 2001, he sent a designer to FBI head- 
quarters in Quantico, Virginia to find out how to 
improve the product. The 5.1 1 Tactical Series was 
born shortly thereafter. 


A SCARY TIME 


It was mid-morning back in 2007 when Costa 
called all his employees into the warehouse. As 
he stood in front of the group, he informed them 
5.1 1 Tactical was doing $80 million in sales, but 
had $50 million of inventory, and something had 
to change. 

"It was a very scary time for us, " says Costa, 61 . 
"We were selling well, growing and making new 


products, but I just got scared and wondered 
what happened if the phone did not ring tomor- 
row. " 

He informed his employees that he was going 
to sell a percentage to an investment group so 
they could expand the company. 

"That took the pressure off, but the investors 
wanted to know if I was planning to take the 
money and go to the Bahamas," he says. 

He explained that he loved his work, his cus- 
tomers and the employees and asked them what 
they wanted him to do. 

"They said, 'Stay here until you double this 
business,"' he says. 

When he left in 2011, the company was doing 
$200 million in sales. 

By 2012, Costa had started a new company. 
Noble Outfitters, which addressed the needs of 
equestrians. Two years later, however, the tactical 
itch was back, and First Tactical was created 
shortly thereafter. 


FAMILY AFFAIR 


When you walk in the front door at First Tacti- 
cal, you'll immediately sense a bond of closeness, 
and it's not just because Costa's wife is the book- 
keeper and Kelsie is president. 

"It is definitely a family affair," he says, [but] it 
is not just us who are like family." 

There are people who worked here since the 
1980s, he says. 

"It is a very tight knit group of people. We 
have buffets and hang out. We want excellence in 
our work, but we also want to enjoy ourselves." 

And that's the type of man Dan Costa is. FP 
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ABOUT 



PHOTO BY G US ALONZO 






COURTESY OF LBT, INC. 



ON THE COVER 

GEAR THE 
PROS USE 



■ LIGHTWEIGHT 
LOW PROFILE 
MODULAR VEST 
WITH ASSAULTERS 
PANEL 


■ RIGGERS BELT 


MODEL 

NAME: Mitchell McAlister 
OCCUPATION: Founder & 
CEO of the Australian 
Veteran Owned Business 



THE WEAPON 
SYSTEMS 

1 

Salient Arms International GRY 
Aimpoint Micro T-1 
ATPIALAN/PEQ-15 
Surefire M300V Mini Scout 


Salient Arms International Tier 
One M&P Longslide with RMR 
cut/sight, matchfit barrel and 
wolf grey cerakote 

WEB: wwwSalientArms 
lnternational.com 

GEAR 

BREAKDOWN 

MISCELLANEOUS 

LBT Low Profile Chest Rig 
LBT Assaulters Panel 
LBT Riggers Belt 
LBT Dog Harness 
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HOLSTER 

-Gun Craft Kydex Pistol Holster 
WEB: www.GunCraftUSA.com 


SHIRT 

Half Face Blades T-Shirt 

WEB: www.facebook.com/halffaceblades 


PANTS 

LBT Assaulter Pants 


THE PACK 

LBT Three Day Light Backpack 



SHOES 

DEFCON A0R1 Vans 
https://instagram.com/defcon_1 FP 


Special Thanks 

1 ■ 2 


London 

Bridge 

Trading 

WEB: 

LBTInc.com 


Evike 

WEB: 

Evike.com 


3 

Jason Davis 

Arcadia 

Police 

Department 







TACTICAL GO 




Additional Information 

WEB 

WWW.51 1Tactical.com 

PHONE 

(866) 451-1726 


Likes 

• Water-resistant nylon 

• Sturdy grab handle 

• Dual compression straps 

• Well-padded back and shoulder 
and hip padding 

• Ample room and pockets 

• Well built 


As an everyaay pack, the RUSH MOAB 
10 will meet your needs, says the author, 
a law enforcement officer. Above, Jason 
Davis shows the bag in action. 


5.11'S 

SOLID 

RUSH 
MOAB 10 

^ BV DREU PRUHS 


W HO ARE THESE 
GUYS7 

5.11 KEEPS 
EXPANDING 
AND IMPROV- 
ING ITS LINE OF GEAR AND 
EQUIPMENT AND JUST WHEN 
YOU THINK THEY CAN'T DO 
ANY BETTER, THEY DO. 

As part of their line of back- 
packs, the RUSH series offers sev- 
eral different sized bags. Two have 
been designated MOAB (Mobile 
Operation Attachment Bag) due to 
their compact size. In this article, I 
review the RUSH MOAB 10. As 
you're about to discover, this re- 
view is detail heavy, as 5.1 1 packed 
a ton of features into this versatile 
pack. 

FIRST LOOK 


While perusing the 5.1 1 line, I 
was looking for something that 
could be an Every Day Carry (EDC) 
bag. The MOAB 10 fit the bill per- 
fectly. 

At first glance, it looks like a 
well-built, tactical messenger bag. 
It has an ambidextrous padded 
strap that is adjustable and has an 
attached comms/gadget pocket at 


the shoulder that provides pass- 
through access for headphones 
and an internal retaining strap 
ideal for an MP3 player, GPS or 
smartphone. 

The strap attaches to a side 
wing that helps the bag conform 
to your body, while allowing the 
alternate wing to stow away when 
not in use. This allows the bag to 
be set up and equally functional 
for right- or left-hand use. 

Checking out the externals, the 
MOAB 10 is made out of 1050D 
water-resistant nylon that feels 
very heavy-duty. It features a 
sturdy grab handle, dual compres- 
sion straps, a fleece-lined sun- 
glasses pocket and a concealed 
pocket suitable for a full-sized pis- 
tol. 

There is a 1.5-liter hydration 
pocket that features a pass- 
through port for the drinking noz- 
zle. It also features a very well 
padded back, with both shoulder 
and hip padding, with no slip pads. 

There are both horizontal and 
vertical ventilation channels. It has 
an additional adjustable strap at 
the bottom of the pack that can be 
used to hold a heavier jacket or 
bedroll. 
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and freed my hands up. Overall, I found that the 
MOAB 10 met all of my daily carry needs. If any- 
thing, I found that it had too many places for 
things, not that I couldn't find what I needed, 
but I felt inferior for not having enough stuff to 
fill all the pockets. 

I took the MOAB 10 on a hike where it easily 
carried my 10 essentials kit, water, snacks, med- 
kit and my extra clothing layers. Wearing it over 
my head so that the strap was across my chest, I 
found the load carried comfortably and did not 
shift during the hike. 

Finally, I loaded the MOAB 10 as a fighting 
pack as I would carry in my vehicle. I loaded a 
trauma kit, extra pistol and rifle magazines, two 
SOF-T tourniquets, and various knick-knacks and 
took the pack to the range. It should be noted 
the pack did not interfere with my drawstroke 
from appendix carry, though I felt the pack shift 
some when it was just on one shoulder. Carried 
over my head, I was able to draw and shoot 
without issue. 

While on the range, I was able to use the 
MOAB 10 as the designers intended, and I swung 
the pack around from regular carry with the 
pack on my back to wearing the pack across my 
chest where I was easily able to access all the 
pockets and retrieve items as needed. Used in 
this manner the pack, though technically consid- 
ered third line gear, functioned more like a chest 
rig providing access to items needed to stay in 
the fight. 

SCORES HIGH 

Overall, I am very impressed with the MOAB 
10. It is well built, well designed and robust 
enough for tough use. 


Available in black and sandstone, it has sev- 
eral swaths of soft side Velcro for your favorite 
morale patches or nametape and enough MOLLE 
to maintain that tacti-cool look while serving as 
a modular base for a more complex pack if you 
wanted to add pouches or tether it to other 
packs in the RUSH series with the four supplied 
fastex straps (part of the 5.1 1 Tier System). 

As an everyday pack, the RUSH MOAB 10 will 
more than meet your needs. If you need some- 
thing more or less, 5.1 1 offers the smaller MOAB 
6 and the larger MOAB 12, 24 and 72. Being 
part of the same series, each is made with similar 
features and the same attention to detail. 

5.11 continues to be innovative in bringing 
products to the market that answer both re- 
quests for gear from the public while listening to 
the end users to bring practical and relevant im- 
provements to that gear. The RUSH MOAB 10 is 
an example of that successful business model, 
and at its heart, a solid pack you can count on. 
FP 


"CARRIED OVER MY 
HEAD, I WAS ABLE TO 
DRAW AND SHOOT 
WITHOUT ISSUE" 


Finally, there are YKK "self-healing" zippers 
throughout the pack, each with a drawstring 
cord. 

Taking a look at the internals, there is a main 
compartment that measures 18.25 inches x 9 
inches x 5.25 inches. I found it was ample room 
for my iPad, a light jacket and beanie. 

The main compartment features a drawstring 
pouch that can accommodate spare clothing or a 
good-sized blow out kit depending on how you 
wanted to outfit your bag. 

The interior side of the pocket has a very 
clever and compact storage area for small or 
light items. Dual zippers provide access to a flat 
storage area, which is covered by double-lay- 
ered, mesh, quad stash pockets that are secured 
by Velcro. All together it provides a very sleek 
way to store and organize multiple items. 

There is also a front admin compartment that 
measures 12.5 inches x 8 inches x 2 inches. The 
pack side portion has seven variously sized pock- 
ets, the largest of which is secured with a YKK 
zipper. There are also two integrated lanyards 
with clips for keys or similar items. The opposite 
side of the admin panel interior has two addi- 
tional shove-it pockets that are each large 
enough for a rifle magazine. Altogether the 
number and variety of the pockets allows for op- 
timal organization. 


REAL WORLD USE 


I used the MOAB 10 as an EDC, took it on a 
hike and also tried it as a fighting bag. 

The MOAB 10 has a slim profile when worn. I 
prefer to carry my EDC pack over one shoulder, 
but I found that it rode just as comfortably when 
I wore it over my head, where it is more secure 
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Jl LITTLE EXPERIENCE CAN GO A LONG WAY. JUST ASK JESSE 
JAMES. 

Z-iA THE OWNER OF JESSE JAMES FIREARMS UNLIMITED HAS A 
/ 1 friend who is a U.S. marine scout sniper, while JAMES 

ALWAYS RESPECTED THAT, IT WASN'T LIKE SOME HUGE DEAL. ' 
"BEFORE I ATTENDED THE U.S. OPTICS ACADEMY, IT WAS, 'COOL 
YOU SHOOT PEOPLE FROM FAR AWAY,"' SAID JAMES. "I REJECTED 
IT BECAUSE IT IS A COOL TITLE, BUT I DID NOT REALLY/RESPECf IT AS^ 
MUCH AS I DO NOW." 


EXPERIENCE THE THRILL OF 
LONG RANGE SHOOTING AT 


BV DOUG JEFFREV 



■ Tyler Hughes, a former Marine^sniper, provides instruction to the students. 


' 7 \ LOT OF PEOPLE BELIEVE THERE IS A 
LOT OF VOODOO, AND A LOT OF LUCK, 
BEHIND LONG-RANGE SHOOTING. " 

— TYLER HUGHES 


The Curriculum •internal and external 

1 

• Fundamentals of ballistics | 

For More Information 

marksmanship * esLiiiidLiun * 


• Scope theory • Advanced sniper techniques 

NAME 

• Understanding Mils in non-traditional platforms 

U.S. Optics Academy 

and MOA •Wind calls 


• How to use a ballistics • Target engagement 

WEB 

calculator out to 1 ,500 yards 

www.USOptics.com 


The difference stems from the two days he spent at the Academy in 
Apple Valley, California. During the course, James and the rest of the stu- 
dents worked on the fundamentals of long range shooting. That curricu- 
lum entailed fundamentals of marksmanship, scope theory, how to use a 
ballistics calculator, wind calls, target engagement out to 1,500 yards and 
more. 

"In this course on long range shooting, I learned one has to be a spot- 
on mathematician, judge the wind and elevation and the ballistics of the 
round," he said. "Now when I talk to him [the Marine sniper], it's 'Wow 
dude, you are fu**en smart.' This [class] gave me a greater appreciation 
[for what he does]." 

Especially under the circumstances in which his friend operates. 

"At the Academy, we are just hitting steel targets on the side of a hill, 
but he is dealing with insurgents who have things like rocket launchers," 


said James. "If he does not kill the insurgent, a lot of other guys are going 
to die. That is some kind of stress to perform on the first shot." 

Before James and the rest of the crew dialed long distance, they had 
some class time. 

IN THE CUSS 

In the orientation, which entailed a few hours each day, lectures cen- 
tered on such topics as scope theory and the mathematics of long-range 
shooting, said George Syrengelas, director of MILE/Government and Inter- 
national Sales at U.S. Optics. 

This inaugural class, which was open to all adults, was for the novice. 

"It was a beginner's course, so we treated everyone as if they had a 
clean slate and an empty cup," said Syrengelas. "We aimed the class 
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U.S. Optics Academy 


From law enforcement to civilians, anyone who 
is interested in long-range shooting can attend. 


Eventually, courses will be offered in other 
areas of the country. 


Currently, courses are offered once a month. 


Classes will eventually be available for entry 
level, intermediate and advanced students. 








■ When necessary, 

Hughes provides addi- 
tional instruction to 
students. 
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"IT WAS A 
SATISFACTORY 
FEELING TO PU T 


: TWO shots: 

WITHI^AN inch' 


■ OFEACHOTHER 
AT 800 YARDS 'S 


'-A 




. ^ JESSE JAMES, :■ 




Class Evaluation 

In the Words of Jesse James 


"How would I describe the experi- 
ence? It was fun, man. I had Clint 
[Walker] and other friends there. 
We are all good friends, and we 
had a good chance to hang out. I 
can't remember the last time I 
laughed and had so much fun. I 
also learned a lot. If it were just an 
accounting seminar, that is painful 
knowledge. This was not that way. 
They break everything down, and I 
learned a ton. I had a blast." 



toward creating a foundation 
for the beginning level 
shooter. While the course is 
for beginners, the content is 
vast." 

For James, that was the 
perfect recipe. 

"I attended because long- 
range shooting is not some- 
thing I have really done a lot 
of," he said. "I also wanted to 
gain a better understanding 
of how optics work. Almost 
everyone puts a U.S. Optics 
scope on so I wanted to learn 
about elevation and minutes 
and the rest. Prior to this, all 
that stuff that was kind of like 
Chinese to me." 

Tyler Hughes, the lead in- 
structor and a former Marine 
with 10 years of combat expe- 
rience, said some come in with 
preconceived notions of what 
long-range shooting is all 
about. 

"A lot of people believe 
there is a lot of voodoo, and a 
lot of luck, behind long-range 
shooting," he said. "A lot of 
people [also] perceive it to be 


more difficult than it is." 

Those perceptions quickly 
change. 

"We give them a solid 
foundation and help them un- 
derstand the thought and sci- 
ence behind long-range 
shooting," he said. "At that 
point, it's not something that 
is hard, difficult or unachiev- 
able. They understand it and 
apply the [information we 
provided] so they can achieve 
those long-range hits." 

To help them accomplish 
that, the class hits the funda- 
mentals hard. 

"[Some of the fundamen- 
tals include] muscle relaxation, 
bone support and natural 
point of aim," he said. "This is 
not an academy in which they 
hit a target at 1,000 yards, get 
a high five and a congratula- 
tions. They are going to build 
on the knowledge." 

There is, of course, a learn- 
ing curve. 

"Students go from the class 
to the firing line, and that is 
fast for some," he said. "They 



y. 


■ Photographer Travis Ishida captures the essence 
of long range shooting. 
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■M Jesse James, front row left, said h\i ^kH^.improved dramafically. 
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have to apply everything we just talked 
about. It's like drinking from a fire hose." 

The rate of success, naturally, varies. 

"Some struggle with applying every- 
thing we covered in class, but we try to stay 
real with them and make them feel com- 
fortable," said Hughes. 

The Marine vet has a number of ways to 
do that. 

"When we get to the firing line, I reiter- 
ate the things we talked about," he said. 

If he sees that someone is continuing to 


struggle, he provides extra support. 

"While on the firing line, I will lay down 
next to him and remind him to control his 
breathing, focus on the reticle, check the 
exit point of aim," said Hughes. "I calm him 
down so he thinks of the steps he needs to 
do to make the shot. When I do that one or 
two times, then the student understands 
what he needs to do on his own. He will be 
able to pull all the basic fundamentals to- 
gether so he can make shots at distance 
with repeatability and confidence." 



48 TO 100 

In the span of 48 hours, James said he improved 100 
percent. 

"It was a complete turn around for me," he said. "It 
was a satisfactory feeling to put two shots within an 
inch of each other at 800 yards." 

Hughes also felt some of that satisfaction. 

"[As an instructor], it is a very gratifying feeling when 
a student performs well," he said. "To see them high 
five each other or tell me thank you and that the class 
was awesome and learned so much. It is a good feel- 
ing." FP 
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the employees encountered certain issues, prob- 
lems or discrepancies with their Clocks. Because 
they did not want malfunctioning pistols in the 
hands of their employees, the Salient owners 
came up with "rebuild kits" that addressed the 
issues of the weapon system. 

They started with highly customized work on 
Clock pistols, which then transitioned to other 
pistols and finally onto shotguns and AR-plat- 
form based weapons. Hence, Salient Arms Inter- 
national was born. 

Salient's first bit of work on AR-type weapons 
was a little over two years ago, and they began 
building "Franken-type" AR-15's. By taking the 
best components they could use, tweaking rifle 
length gas systems to fit into carbines, by coat- 
ing surfaces with titanium nitride (TiN) to im- 
prove the substrate's surface properties, and 
using LVOA uppers. Salient thrust themselves 
into the AR building profession. 

Now, fast forward. With lessons learned from 


end-users and their own learned properties. 
Salient Arms International is now offering their 
first in a series of carbines, the CRY. 

THE SALIENT VISION 

Recently moving from Oxnard, California to a 
new space in Las Vegas, Salient is building most 
of the major parts of CRY in-house and in this 
new facility that is just off of the famous Las 
Vegas "Strip." 

Just looking at any of the weapons that carry 
the well known insignia, a person familiar with 
weapons will tell you from the first minute they 
pick the weapon up that it is far from how it 
left the manufacturer's factory. The innovations 
that Salient puts into their weapons not only 
scream to the aesthetic looks, they also make 
each cut and modification for a reason. Nothing 
is done just because; everything has a reason to 
the specific weapon system. 


CRY came online with Salient through a lot 
of end user input from previous designs and 
modifications. Settling where they are now with 
CRY is a culmination of countless hours at the 
design table, tens of thousands of rounds down- 
range and endless conversations with a core 
group of shooters who test and report to 
Salient about their build programs. 

One of the many things Salient brings to the 
table is the ability to think out of the box dur- 
ing design phases, hence the well-known "Block 
S" that graces all of their builds. Take their rifle- 
length gas system. This was their innovation, 
and it creates a soft-shooting AR that has a re- 
coil impulse unlike other carbines I have used. 

Adapting many different design philosophies 
into one weapon system is rather creative, and 
this is something that Salient wants to provide 
to their customers. With CRY you will get every- 
thing you could ever want in a carbine; nothing 
will be left to desire. 


24 WORLD OF FIREPOWER 



Why is this? It is because the owners of Salient 
Arms International want you to be able to use a 
weapon to its full potential and not have to give it 
routine breaks in the field when other weapon sys- 
tems might get too hot to use or hold. Remember, 
all of the R&D for GRY has been done; the shooter 
behind this weapon needs only add ammo and a lit- 
tle cleaning from time to time. 

GRY MATTER 

Picking up GRY for the first time, I was shocked 
by the weight of the weapon. It looks as it would 
be a lot heavier with a full-length rail system that 
reaches out to the end of the barrel. Coming in at 
about 7.2 pounds, the balance of GRY keeps it right 
in the shooter's strong side hand. Part of the reason 
for the weight of this weapon being on the lighter 
side is the amount of machining that is done by 
Salient. Wanting to give the user the ability to be 
able to add accessories to the weapon, but not 
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needing the entire upper for real estate, Salient 
has gone with the M-LOK for a lighter and slicker 
look. 

Keeping in tune with innovation. Salient 
wanted this weapon to be highly adaptable, func- 
tional and personal to the shooter. As such, the 
weapons forend is removable via a takedown pin 
and a hinge that is pulled when the takedown pin 
is pulled out. Think about having a forend for day 
use and one for night use or a different series of 
laser aiming devices or lights; basically, the acces- 
sory options that you could fit on the rail are end- 
less. Again, innovation drives their designs. 

Using one of the 70 series of aircraft grade alu- 
minum for their uppers and lowers. Salient builds 
these parts under their own roof along with other 
major components like barrels, bolt carriers, 
forends and a few other parts that make up GRY. 

Their upper and lowers are matched together 
for a tight fit that leaves little to no room for 
error when finalizing a build. Looking at the 
upper and lower when the weapon is apart leaves 
the observer somewhat shocked to see the ma- 
chining that goes into their build. 


"KEEPING IN TUNE WITH 
INNOVATION, SALIENT 
WANTED THIS WEAPON 

TO BE HIGHLY ADAPTABLE, 
FUNCTIONAL AND 
PERSONAL TO THE 
SHOOTER." 

Barrels used for GRY are built in-house and are 
chambered in 5.56mm and come in a 1/8-inch 
twist, but can be ordered in 1/7-inch and even 1/9- 
inch if needed. 

If you remove the rail from the weapon system, 
you will be looking at the Salient barrel, and you 
may notice the flat cuts along the barrel. The bar- 
rel is Salient's own contour, and the flat cut flutes 
offer a few advantages over other barrel con- 
tours. The flat flutes reduce some of the weight 
of the barrel, but it still keeps the rigidity needed 
for accuracy. 


Last, the barrel doesn't heat up like a tradi- 
tional "pencil" barrel, offering the shooter some 
comfort in keeping his or her hand out on the 
rail. 

Titanium nitride, commonly refereed to as TiN, 
is really synonymous with Salient. You'll see it in 
the pistols and shotguns they build, so it is only 
fitting to see GRY with a few shades of gold that 
is ultimately TiN. Of course, this increases the lu- 
bricity in moving and wearing parts, but the gold 
is not just where Salient stopped. 

Salient teamed with a plating company and 
now uses a two-part coating process that allows 
for a corrosion-resistant material to be added to 
the raw material as a first step. What follows is 
for the coated part to be more resistant to 
Mother Nature and her ways of tossing us some 
grief when it comes to rusting. TiN is then added 
to the part, and the gold that is synonymous with 
Salient weapons is born. 

Looking at the business end of the weapon you 
will notice a rather large end cap on GRY that 
Salient calls "Jail Break." It is not something out 
of Star Wars, nor is it a sound suppressor; rather, it 
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GRY 



MODEL: GRY 

BARREL LENGTH: 16 inches 
SIGHTS: Magpul Pro 
FINISH/COLOR: Black 
GRIPS/STOCK: Polymer 
M0DEL:AR-15 

CALIBER: .223 Rem/5.56 NATO 


MSRP: $3,195 


is an additional device that aids in the venting of 
gasses, helps dissipate the heat and reduces a 
muzzle flash signature. Not connected to the 
barrel, which leaves the barrel to be free floated, 
the "Jail Break" can be used with any muzzle 
brake or flash hider and will only enhance per- 
formance of the weapon. 


HARD USE 

Having had GRY in my hands for a few 
months and being able to put a few thousand 
rounds through the weapon system I can see 
where Salient listened to the end users — and 
also used their years of experience — to build an 
AR that shoots tight little groups and does not 
perform like other weapon systems when it 
comes to recoil. 



DIG DliliPlSl! 


COMPANY 

Geissele 


WEB 

www.Geissele.com 


PHONE 

(610)272-2060 


■ The accessory 
options are 
almost endless 
on the GRY. 


Because they do not want to be outdone in 
any area. Salient is committed to using quality 
materials in their builds, finding the correct in- 
dustry parts to go into their weapons if they do 
not build them and putting together a carbine 
that can withstand some hefty torture. 

Topping GRY with an Aimpoint T1 optic I set 
out to zero this weapon at 50 yards, which is 
standard for my me and my agency. In six rounds 
I had GRY in the zone I wanted and then set out 
for some final tweaking with some duty ammo 
that is far from anything match grade. Within a 
few minutes I had a five-round group from GRY 
that I could cover easily with a quarter. Once I set 
the zero on GRY, the optic has not been touched 
and nothing has shifted. 

Running a Geissele trigger system in GRY was a 
nice addition that I am sure helped with the accu- 
racy of this weapon. Running drill after drill, 
sending this weapon through a few different 
courses and coming back to check accuracy, GRY 
has run flawlessly and the zero is still exactly 
where it was when it was initially zeroed. 

Malfunctions are not a shooter's friend, and I 
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run weapons hard to see if I can manipulate a 
weapon into inducing malfunctions. As of 
now, I have yet to have any malfunctions with 
GRY. Through thousands of rounds, not one, 
nothing, zero. I even used some old magazines 
with hopes one would hiccup, went long peri- 
ods without adding oil to the bolt rings and 
have only cleaned the weapon once since it 
dropped into my hands. Still, nothing in the 
form of malfunctions. Impressive is a quick 
thought that comes to mind when I have de- 
scribed GRY to friends and colleagues. 

LASTING IMPRESSIONS 

Salient Arms International is synonymous 
with quality, and GRY shows no sign of let 
down when it comes to quality and efficiency. 

Two areas that really impressed me that 
need mentioning are the one-piece bolt car- 
rier and the outer coating of the weapon. 

The bolt carrier does not have a gas carrier 
key that is a separate piece that is attached by 
two bolts and is staked to prevent loosening. 


Salient designed the bolt carrier to be one 
piece in an effort to prevent loosening of the 
gas carrier key, thus making the system 
stronger with fewer moving parts. 

The coating on GRY is a Type III anodizing 
that Salient worked with the coating company 
to produce. This is a Teflon infused coating 
that is very strong and actually takes on differ- 
ent color variations depending on the sur- 
rounding environment. 

Priced at $3,295, GRY is a weapon system 
that will leave the user with nothing more to 
be desired in a carbine. Flawless engineering, 
machining and assembly are what Salient will 
put out to the purveyor of their carbines. 

If you are looking to purchase a carbine 
that is built for hard use, while looking good 
and being purely functional, take a hard look 
at GRY from Salient Arms International. You 
will not be disappointed. FP 

Jason Davis is a sergeant with a Southern 
California-based law enforcement agency. 
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IN A CLASSIC FORM. THE 


MAD 33KAR DELIVERS 
RELIABILITY & ACCURACY 


► BV TERRILL HOFFMAN 
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A ge has its advantages. 

I'M NOT EXACTLY SURE WHEN IT HAP- 
PENS, BUT ONCE WE REACH A CERTAIN 
AGE PEOPLE TEND TO OVERLOOK OUR 
BABBLING. OVERALL, WE LIVE IN A SOMEWHAT 
POLITE SOCIETY AND MOST PEOPLE WILL JUST 
SMILE AT THE OLD MAN AS HE RAMBLES ON 
ABOUT THE DAYS GONE BY. WELL, I'VE GOT 
NEWS FOR YOU; IF YOU LISTEN CLOSELY, YOU 
MIGHT REALIZE HE IS LAUGHING. 

I'm really not that old, but I was feeling older by 
the minute as I listened in on two "younger" mem- 
bers of the media during the range day prior to the 
2015 SHOT Show. They were inspecting the Moore 
Advanced Dynamics (M.A.D.) booth and raving about 



the "new" tactical rifles on display. Even though we 
were in the same booth, we were in different worlds. 
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■ Some may be happy 
with the old style H&K 
claw mount, but to me 
the addition of a 
Picatinny rail improves 
the versatility of 
mounting optics. A 
low powered 1-4X 
Leopold worked well 
and wasn't cumber- 
some when mounted 
on the MAD 33kAR. 



®(g)(§) 






■ The rotating drum rear 
sight gives you several 
choices of apertures and each 
one is calibrated for a differ- 
ent distance. The unit is also 
adjustable for windage. 


■ While totally 
protected, the front 
sight provides a crisp 
sight picture when 
used in conjunction 
with the rear drum 
sight. I found the 
thickness of the 
front sight to 
provide an ideal 
blend of speed 
and precision. 


They had cell phones out trying to capture images while speaking in a 
language I couldn't even understand. They were so busy hashtagging and 
tweeting that I don't think they had the time to really admire the newly 
manufactured rendition of the classic Heckler & Koch G3. 

About the time one of the gentlemen was explaining to the other 
about the advantages of a piston-operated rifle I couldn't help myself and 
interjected that these firearms in fact had a roller-delayed blowback sys- 
tem. This instantly resulted in the classic deer-in-the-headlights expression 
from both of them. 

Moments later they wandered off, and I couldn't help but laugh. It 
wasn't the fact that they had no clue about an operating system devel- 


oped 30 years before they were born that I found humorous; instead, it 
was the overall scene down the line of displays. Every person under the 
age of 35 had their head down pushing buttons on their phones as they 
bounced off each other, and it was reminiscent of the bumper cars at the 
county fair. 

It was then I had a chance to chat with the general manager of Moore 
Advanced Dynamics, Gary Jessup. After looking at several of the weapons, 
we decided that the MAD 33kAR would be a good representation of their 
firearms and arrangements were set up for a review. Before we do that, 
however, allow me to offer an abbreviated history lesson, just in case 
those two gentlemen read this review. 
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"I l/l//\5 ABLE TO HIT 6-INCH METAL PLATES 
AT DISTANCES RANGING FROM 25 TO 1 00 
YARDS RATHER RAPIDLY AND OFFHAND. " 




■ A charging tube sits along the top of the barrel and the non-reciprocating 
charging handle is mounted on the left side. It takes a bit of practice to get 
used to, but it is a convenient method of chambering your first round. 



■ The forward handguard 
is slim and easy to work 
with. It also gives up 
several options for 
mounting Picatinny rail 
sections. 






■ The "Navy" style 
lower receiver still has 
the selector switch but 
we are limited to "safe' 
or "fire." The lower 
two indents will both 
result in semi-auto fire. 


NAME 

Moore Advanced Dynannics, 
LLC 

Black Dog Armory, LLC 

ADDRESS 

3050 South 44th St. 

Kansas City, KS 66106 

PHONE 

913-499-8391 

WEB 

www.madkc.com 


FIREARMS HISTORY 

All of the rifles displayed that day were not the "latest and greatest" 
newly designed weapons but rifles based on the various firearms devel- 
oped by H&K during what many would say were the transitional years of 
firearm design. 

By the mid 1950's, World War II was in the history books, and the world 
was right in the middle of the Cold War. NATO was gathering countries 
on one side and the Warsaw Pact nations were lining up in opposition. 
During this period, just about every nation in the world was reviewing 
the weapons used in WWII and trying to upgrade their armies. 

Several nations — such as the U.S., Spain, Belgian and West Germany 


— were developing new rifles for themselves and exporting others, as the 
remaining allied nations were lining up as customers. 

Mainly due to the influence of the United States, which had intro- 
duced the M-14 as its main battle rifle, all NATO nations agreed on using 
the 7.62 NATO (.308 Winchester) in their battle rifles. Belgians brought 
out the FN FAL, which would end up being a classic in its own right, as 
Spain, France and West Germany played musical chairs with firearm de- 
signers. 

Former wartime German technicians had traveled to France but even- 
tually relocated to Spain. It was in Spain that the design of the roller-de- 
layed blowback system, which was started by Germany during the war, 
was refined with the introduction of the CETME Modelo 2. 
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■ There is no escaping the 
Black Dog Armory connec- 
tion; the snarling dog will 
attract anyone's attention. 
The shorter magazine well 
in comparison to an AR 
threw me off a bit. I kept 
reaching in the wrong spot 
for the push button release. 
Fortunately, this carbine 
also has the paddle release 
between the trigger guard 
and magazine. 


The Spanish rifle drew the attention of the 
Germans and agreements were made for pro- 
duction to take place in Germany. By this time, 
the design had been modified to fire the NATO 
7.62 cartridge, and Heckler & Koch began pro- 
duction of model G3. Only in the wild mixture of 
post-world war politics could you have a design 
started by your enemy transferred to your ally 
before being sent to a neutral nation only to re- 
turn to your enemy, which is now your ally! 

To end our history lesson, the M-14 was re- 
placed by the M-16 after a short period of use, 
but the FN FAL and G3 excelled as the firearm of 
choice for dozens of nations and are still in serv- 
ice around the world. Meanwhile, the original 
CETME is often labeled as a copy of the G3 when 
in fact it is the predecessor. It was the G3 that 
propelled H&Kto its prominence, and they have 
produced variations of this design such as the 
H&K 33 for decades. 

Unfortunately, it was the politics of gun laws 


here in the U.S. that has banned the import of 
certain H&K products, or halted the import after 
limited amounts of firearms were already in the 
country. However, there have been companies 
that have taken these designs and produced 
them here in the United States to circumvent 
such foolishness. 

The quality of the examples shown by Moore 
Advanced Dynamics during the SHOT Show ap- 
pears to match that of the original H&K classics. 

MAD 33KAR 

One of the firearms produced by M.A.D. is the 
MAD 33kAR, a variation of the H&K 33. 

Patterned after the G3, the 33 is scaled down 
to fire the 5.56 NATO cartridge yet it maintains 
the roller-delayed blowback operating system. A 
simple explanation of this system is that in the 
"locked" mode (ready to fire) there are a set of 
rollers that protrude from each side of the bolt 


head. These rollers fit into a recess on the barrel 
extension, locking the bolt in place. Once a 
round is fired, the rearward force of the car- 
tridge pushes back on the bolt head and the 
rollers ride along the inclined surface of the bar- 
rel recess until they are cammed back into the 
bolt head, releasing the bolt and carrier to con- 
tinue their rearward movement. Once clear of 
the barrel recess, the bolt and carrier retract until 
the shell casing is ejected and the force of the re- 
coil spring overpowers the rearward movement. 

Then the bolt and carrier are propelled for- 
ward by the recoil spring to feed another round 
from the magazine before again allowing the 
rollers to ride into the barrel extension recess, 
thus locking the bolt closed and ready to repeat 
the process. 

It is the dwell time taken for the rollers to cam 
back into the bolt head that allows the pressure 
to dissipate to the point that it is safe to unlock 
the bolt to open the chamber. One feature 
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■ We hear so much about the AR and the AK that we 
often forget that there are other choices on the market. 
The ergonomics of the MAD 33kAR have to be tried to 
appreciate the engineering behind this design. 


■ Granted, the extended magazines and pistol grips changed the 
profile of the traditional battle rifle, but the new designs did slim 
down the width and overall bulk when compared to WWII firearms. 



found on this system is that the interior of the 
chamber is fluted to prevent the spent case from 
sticking to the chamber walls. Once you study the 
process and parts, you will find that it is rather 
simple and reliable. 

Unlike the original 33, which was selective fire, 
the MAD 33kAR is a semi-automatic. Even though 
the safety, which is mounted on the left side of 
the rifle above and slightly to the rear of the trig- 
ger, shows three positions, it is the top position 
that is safe, and the rifle fires in semi-auto mode 
in both of the other two positions. 

The safety and trigger unit are held in a poly- 
mer lower receiver, which also incorporates the 
trigger guard and pistol grip. The upper receiver 
is a formed metal unit housing the magazine well, 
magazine release and bolt/bolt carrier group, 
along with the recoil rod and spring. The barrel is 
attached to the forward section of the upper re- 
ceiver with the use of a "trunnion," otherwise 
known as the barrel extension. 


Similar to the H&K 33KA3, the MAD 33kAR has 
a short barrel measuring about 12 inches. To 
allow the rifle to be manufactured without being 
considered a SBR (short-barreled-rifle), and thus 
requiring a $200 federal tax, a 4 Vz-inch long flash 
suppressor is permanently attached. 

M.A.D. uses a cold hammer forged-barrel fin- 
ished with a nitride process and a 1-in-7 inch twist 
rate for the 33kAR. 

Above the barrel is the charging tube that 
holds the non-reciprocating charging handle. The 
sample model provided has a three-sided alu- 
minum forward handguard that covers the barrel 
but leaves the cocking tube exposed. This hand- 
guard is well ventilated and is drilled and taps to 
allow attachment of Picatinny rail sections in the 
3-, 6-, and 9-o'clock positions. 

The sights on the 33kAR are typical H&K style 
with a protected front sight and rotating drum 
rear aperture sight. Although the upper receiver 
has the H&K recesses for the use of their claw- 


mount scope mount, M.A.D. has also welded a 5 
%-inch section of Picatinny rail along the top of 
the receiver. Just this small feature greatly im- 
proves the ability to mount optics to the rifle. 

The total length of the rifle is only 36 inches 
and with a weight of only 8.5 pounds, the little 
rifle promised to be rather handy. 

RANGE TIME 

Gathering up various samples of 5.56 proved 
easy enough and because the 33kAR is designed 
to use standard AR-15 magazines, preparing for 
the range was no problem. 

My first exercise was to mount and sight in a 
low powered 1-4X Leopold scope, which I 
thought would be an easy affair due to the rail 
along the top of the rifle. My only problem is that 
I did not have the right height rings and mounts. I 
found that the mounts used for most AR-15's 
proved to be a bit high for use on this carbine. 
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This left me with a choice of trying to fire 
without a good cheek weld to the buttstock or 
using the H&K iron sights. Because I wanted to 
offer this rifle the best chance of proving its 
accuracy, I tried to use the scope for the test- 
ing, but I think I could have done better with 
the proper mounts. 

The test ammunition was made up of mili- 
tary surplus M193 ball. Remington and Win- 
chester 55 grain FMJ. During the day, the rifle 
showed no preference when it came to relia- 
bility. There was not a single failure to feed or 
fire during the day. 

When it came to accuracy, Winchester had a 
slight edge over Remington, and it produced 
the best 5-shot group of the day at 1 1/2 
inches. Remington produced groups in the 1 
%- to 2-inch range, and the surplus ammo pro- 
vided 2- to 2 y 2 -inch groups. 

As was expected, all three showed a drop in 
velocity when fired through the short-12 inch 
barrel of the 33kAR. The military surplus was 
the fastest, averaging 2,842 fps (feet per sec- 
ond) while the Remington brand produced an 


"THEY WERE SO BUSY 
HASHTAGGING AND 
TWEETING THAT I DON'T 
THINK THEY HAD THE TIME 
TO REALLY ADMIRE THE 
RENDITION OF THE CLASSIC 
HECKLER & KOCH G3." 

average of 2,760 fps, compared to 2,672 fps 
for Winchester. 

The fun came when I removed the scope 
and was able to hold the rifle properly using 
the iron sights. Continuing to use the Winches- 
ter ammo, I was able to hit 6-inch metal plates 
at distances ranging from 25 to 100 yards 
rather rapidly and offhand. This is where the 
carbine excelled, even though I will admit that 
more than once I tried to drop a magazine 
with a push button that wasn't there. There is 
a release button, but not where I expected it 
to be, and the main release is a paddle 


arrangement just behind the magazine well. 

One aspect that didn't take long to master 
was the smooth 5 V 2 -pound trigger. Granted, it 
has more take-up than the standard AR, but it 
is smooth and has a crisp break. 

MAD ABOUT IT 

Moore Advanced Dynamics produced a reli- 
able carbine that is pleasant to shoot and 
looks as good as the original. In many aspects, 
such as the addition of rail segments, a slim- 
mer handguard and the ability to use standard 
AR-15 magazines, it is better than the original. 

It might also be noted, that unlike a few 
other companies, there are no used imported 
parts on this rifle. M.A.D. has several "H&K" 
patterned rifles available, and they are all 
made with new U.S. and German made parts. 

In fact. I'm sure they have a M.A.D. G3 that has 
to have my name on it. 

There are times when we just have to admit 
that terms like quality, reliability and class 
were in use long before "hashtag!" FP 


Moore Advanced Dynamics 

MODEL: MAD 33kAR 
CALIBER: 5.56 NATO 
LENGTH: 36 inches 
WEIGHT: 8.5 lbs. (unloaded) 

BARREL: 12-inch cold ha nnmer forged barrel 

TWIST: 1 in 7 

STOCK: H&K Style fixed 

SIGHTS: Front and rear HK diopter sights 

MAGAZINE: Magpul PMAG 


MSRP: $2,900 


PEHFOHMAHCi; HESUL'R) 


LOAD 

VELOCITY 

ACCURACY 

Winchester 55 grain FMJ 

2,672 

1 1/2 inches 

Remington 55 grain FMJ 

2,760 

1 11/16 inches 

Surplus Ml 93 Ball 

2,842 

2 1/8 inches 

Notes: Bullet weight measured 

in grains, velocity is average of 1 0 shots in fps meas- 

ured 1 0 feet from muzzle, and accuracy in inches for the best five-shot group at 1 00 

yards. 
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RELIABLE. DURABLE. LIFETIME WARRANTY. 



All Del-Ton factory-built rifles come with a iifetime 
warranty to the original owner, exceptional customer 
service and offer superior quaiity and reliabiiity. 


^ Del-Ton is a manufacturer of first-rate AR-1 5-styie 
modern sporting rifies and your online source for parts, 
upgrades, optics, and accessories. All rifles and kit 
components are made in the U.S.A. 


Ask your deaier about Del-Ton products 


The Del-Ton Echo 31 6H features 

• Chrome Moly Vanadium barrel; 
1X9 twist 

• Chrome-lined carrier and key 

• Forged 7075 T6 aluminum 
upper and lower 

• HPT/MPI tested Carpenter 
158 bolt 


m www.deHon.com f www.1acebook.com/deitoninc 


MADE IN USA 
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A few weeks back, I met with them to discuss G-Code, getting an 
overview of their history, philosophy and operations. 

FP: Why did you decide to go into the business of making holsters 
and what brought you to where you are today? 

Scott: Edge-Works Manufacturing Company and later G-Code Hol- 
sters did not spring to life and just appear in the market place. In the 
beginning, there were no investors, no grand business plans and no 
market research programs to guide us. Neither was there any single 
great product idea; there was only this nagging pull in the back of my 
mind that there had to be a better way. 

As an 031 1 Marine in the late '80s and early '90s, I was completely 
dissatisfied with my issued gear. It did not make sense as relating to the 
mission roles that we were training for. Sure, as a Marine, "making do" 
and "continue to march" with what we had was part of whom I had 
chosen to be ... but likewise, "adapting to get it done" was there as 
well. Because of this, I was endlessly adapting my gear for the field. 

After leaving the Corps, I continued a hobby of working on gear and 
maintained contact with friends who remained in service. Often I 


worked with one or more of them in my garage or my living room to 
solve one gear problem or another. 

Around 1995 I was exposed to a new material (Kydex) that had excel- 
lent qualities and solved many issues relating to tactical gear. First success 
was a knife sheath I called the "All-Way Sheath." It had an ambidextrous 
blade cavity that I formed with a handmade plywood mold. This sheath 
fit most combat blades that the Marines at nearby Camp Lejeune were 
using. It employed a double-strap retention device that rotated for right- 
or left-hand use and was setup to quickly release and deploy the blade. 

To mount this sheath to the gear, a modular concept was adapted. It 
could be carried on the belt, on the leg, lashed to a pack or attached to 
the h-harness. Loops, adjustable down straps, multiple mounting points 
and leg straps were all part of the system. Such features are common- 
place now but back then, it was pretty radical. 

Radical was the result, but in development, seeking functional 
solutions was the goal. This project lead to contracts with Camillus 
Cutlery, CRKT, K-Bar and others for Kydex knife sheaths. I immediately 
outgrew the garage and moved to a trailer where production on a 
larger scale began. 
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In 1997 I incorporated Edge-Works Man- 
ufacturing Company. In addition to solving 
customer problems, I was now faced with 
the never-ending challenge of developing 
a process to produce on a larger scale. 

In addition to knife sheaths, I began de- 
velopment of a small line of custom made 
holsters I marketed as "Tactical Edge." Out 
growing our trailer, I moved to a pole 
barn. It was during this time frame that 
the Edge-Works team began to take form. 

Bruce Wainwright added CAD and CAM 
to our process and Dave Pomeroy (a Force 
Recon Marine) also combined his skills and 
insights to our efforts. Our custom holsters 
were well received and many of the ideas 
and features developed in the pursuit of 
that product line still exist today. 

However, custom production could not 
keep pace with demand. Because of this, it 
was decided to apply all that we had 
learned and developed in mass producing 
the knife sheaths to that of a high end, 
modular, holster series. This decision was 
the basis of G-Code holsters. 

Saying all that, our growth as a com- 
pany sounds pretty smooth. Nothing, how- 
ever, could be further from the truth. 

Blood, sweat and tears is not adequate in 
my mind describing the challenges we 
have faced. In reality, many times we 
should have called it quits. I would tell my- 
self often, "Just one more week." What 
has pulled us through over the years 
though is a commitment to genuine solu- 
tions embodied in the highest quality work 
that we could do. Combining that with a 
belief that "there is always a way" we con- 
tinued staying focused on improving day 
by day. 

Also, as we expanded from a handful of 
workers to a full blown crew, pride in what 
we do and a team mentality have been 
key. Such is not possible without top level, 
dedicated people. I often say "We have the 
best crew in the industry," and I believe it. 

I was caught off guard the other day 
when I was asked "What is the future for 
G-Code?" After some thought, I can hon- 
estly say, "I don't know." 

What I do know is this: Our future will 
always include the ethos to be better 
today than we were yesterday and that 
solving problems with innovation and 
quality will be at the center of it. 





FP: Explain your philosophy, and 
what drives your vision and success? 

Scott: At G-Code, our core philosophy 
demands that we maintain an unyield- 
ing commitment to excellence in every- 
thing that we do. We don't see ourselves 
as a company of products; it's far more 
than that. 

G-Code is a solution company. Our 
purpose has always been to solve prob- 
lems for our customers. We do this with 
design and innovation and although our 
efforts manifest in products, we never sit 
back and feel like "we have arrived." 

Likewise, execution in our workman- 
ship is paramount in its importance to us 
and to our 

customers. Our fit, finish and function must always be 
unquestionably second to none. This is why when you buy 
G-Code you buy quality ... because we will not sell 
anything else. 

FP: Having ordered holsters from you in the past I know 
the lead times can get a bit long. Could you explain to folks 


what goes into making one of your 
pieces of gear? 

Scott: We do have lead times, how- 
ever, we are always working to deliver 
each order as quickly as possible. We are 
always improving our process to this end. 

However, all our holsters are made to 
order, and the available options never 
stop growing. We employ cutting edge, 
high tech automation, powerful CAD 
and CNC into our process ... far more 
than any other maker. Finishing steps are 
hand operations performed by skilled 
workman who have tremendous pride in 
what they do. 

In all this we do realize that we are 
competing with businesses that may deliver faster than we 
do, but cutting corners or limiting options simply for speed is 
not our way. Every holster we make is quality checked at four 
different stages of the process. Each holster is test fitted with 
an actual firearm to insure the proper fit and function. 
Everything we make carries with it a lifetime warranty. 

It takes time, but we think it is worth it because we think 
you are worth it. Not every company does. FP 


IJN THE BEGINNING 
■ THERE WERE ■ 
^ NO INVESTORS,^ 
NO GRAND BUSINESS 

I PLANS AND M 
NO MARKET H 
RESEARCH H 
PROGRAMS ToM 
GUIDE US" m 


Firebase Combat Studies 
Group, LLC 

WEB 

FireBasecsg.com 

EMAIL 

Dan ny @f i rebasecsg .com 

For More Info 

NAME 

G-Code Holsters and Accessories 
Edge Works Manufacturing 
Jacksonville, North Carolina 

PHONE 

( 910 ) 455 9834 

FAX 

( 910 ) 346 5660 

WEB 

www.TacticalHolsters.com 



FORGED, SPRING-LOADED JAWS 

Forged for maximum strength. 
Spring action for easy, one-handed use. 


THE NEW 

BUILT iril>ORTLAND, OR USA 


FRONT SIGHT TOOL AND PIN PUNCH 

1/4” BIT DRIVER +12 BIT SET 

Standard-sized magnetic bit driver 
with flat, Phillips, hex, and Torx bits. 




FINE EDGE BLADE 

+MOLLE-COMPATIBLE SHEATH 

Full-sized blades for increased utility. 
The Coyote-brown, versatile sheath carries MPl-AR and bit set. 


UHSnmBLE mGERBER 


See the latest in American built weapons maintenance tools at 
www.gerbergear.comAveaponsmaintenance 




STORV BV FRED MASTISON, 
PHOTOS BV STRAIGHT B 





A stone's throw from Camp Lejeune lies Sneads 
Ferry, North Carolina, home to S.F Armory Incorpo- 
rated. They are a veteran-owned company and the 
geniuses behind the SFA-15 "ReDuced Recoil" RDR 
rifle. 


A t a time when it seems everyone 

AND THEIR UNCLE IS PRODUCING AR'S, 
IT TAKES COURAGE AND VISION TO 
SWIM INTO THESE OVERCROWDED WA- 
TERS AND EXPECT TO SUCCEED. S.F. ARMORY IS 
SWIMMING LIKE MICHAEL PHELPS. 

In this case, it is more important to look at what 
makes this builder and their product different as op- 
posed to their similarity to others. For starters, S.F. Ar- 
mory brings a real-world gun fighting mentality to 
their weapon design, and the SFA-15 rifle is proof of 
that. Designed as more than just the average AR, it 
was created to fill the ever-present thin air between 
standard carbine and long-range precision rifles. 


THE SFA-15 "REDUCED 
RECOIL" RDR RIFLE 
SHINES ON THE RANGE 




■ The rifle 
features a 
Gamma 
Dual-Cham- 
ber muzzle 
break. 



The process began in 2012 as their ultimate rifle 
was sketched out in theory. It would have to be a 
weapon that could bridge the gap between form 
and function. After countless hours, late nights 
and coffee by the tanker truck, a design emerged. 
It would be a rifle born through S.F. Armory's col- 
lective experience combined with a stringent man- 
ufacturing process with premium components. 

The final product is a balanced, repeatable and 
reliable weapon system with improved perform- 
ance that surpasses top name competitors. 


S.F. Armory is rightfully proud of their rifle 
and had this to say about it. 

"By focusing on every component in the 
system, we have fine-tuned our rifles to be in 
sync from the time you pull the trigger to the 
time the round exits the muzzle. Focusing on 
attention to detail and balance throughout 
the system, felt recoil and muzzle rise have 
been dramatically reduced, thus allowing the 
operator to engage targets faster and more 
accurately." 
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For More 
Information 


EMAIL 

sales@sfarmoryinc.com 

WEB 

www.SFArmorylnc.com 


■ The author 
said the rifle, at 
7 pounds and 
36 inches when 
extended, felt 
as comfortable 
as many of the 
high-end rifles 
he has shot. 


'TELT RECOIL AND MUZZLE RISE HAVE BEEN DRAMATICALLY 
REDUCED, THUS ALLOWING THE OPERATOR TO 
ENGAGE TARGETS FASTER AND MORE ACCURATELY. " 


LOOK & FEEL 

First impressions of the rifle were very 
positive. 

The rifle was obviously carefully designed 
and assembled. It was tight and lacking the 
numerous sharp edges found in other rifles. 
At 7 pounds and 36 inches when extended, it 
felt as comfortable as many of the high-end 
rifles I have had the pleasure to shoot. As al- 
ways though, it was now time to take it 
apart and get a closer look inside. 


UNDER THE HOOD 

The SFA-1 5 rifle is as good as it is because of the 
components that make up the whole. The lower is a 
billet machined from 7075-T6 aircraft grade aluminum 
It also includes: 

• Precision broached magazine well with beveled feed 
lips; 

• Upper receiver tension screw; 

• Ambidextrous trigger finger rests; 

• Threaded bolt catch pin; 

• Integrated large opening "winter" trigger guard. 


The upper comes from the 
same 7075-T6 aircraft grade alu- 
minum. It includes an M4-style 
feed ramp to improve reliability 
in feeding. 

The bolt carrier group is 
equally high quality. Shot peened 
and coated with EXO nickel 
boron technology that provides 
permanent dry lubricity, extreme 
durability, decreased wear and 
corrosion resistance. 
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The barrel is a 16-inch stainless steel hand-lapped 
masterpiece with a 1/8 RH twist. It is chambered in 
.223 Wylde. The Wylde-style chambering is tighter 
than a 5.56 chamber, achieving better accuracy 
while providing consistent reliable function with 
5.56 and .223 ammunition. 

Functionally, it is wrapped up with an intermedi- 
ate length Dl gas system. This intermediate length 


gas system reduces recoil impulse and delivers a 
smooth operating flatter shooting weapon system. 

The rifle is finished out with equally as well 
thought out components. They include a CMC 3.5- 
pound one stage flat trigger, anti-rotational trig- 
ger/hammer pins, enhanced billet magazine release 
button, enhanced billet bolt catch, ambidextrous 
magazine release, 45-degree short throw ambidex- 


"WE AT S.F. ARMORY 
INC, FROM OUR 
INCEPTION, HAVE 
STRIVED TO BRIDGE 
THE GAP BETWEEN 
FORM AND FUNCTION. 


trous safety, enhanced takedown/pivot 
pins, Magpul MOE pistol grip, end plate 
sling adapter, B5 Systems Bravo stock. 
Raptor ambidextrous charging handle, 
15-inch 6061 aluminum Mil-Std 1913 
top rail/keymod handrail, ZeroBravo re- 
versible keymod handstop. Gamma 
dual chamber muzzle break and Mag- 
pul MBUS pro front and rear sights. 

RANGE TIME 

While specs and reputations can get 
you so far, it is always time on the 
range that tells the real story. 

Range day began on a windless 
sunny morning. After a quick zero and 
target reset, rounds quickly began to fly 
downrange. First impressions were that 
the rifle was named very well. The re- 
coil was minimal and follow up shots 
came quickly. I found the rifle to be 
tight and easy to run. The CMC trigger 
is a good choice for this rifle and made 
shooting even more enjoyable. 

Being a carbine, it was necessary to 
run it through its paces on barricades, 
urban prone, in close quarters and 
everything in between. Once again the 
minimal recoil began to show itself as I 
was easily able to work between tar- 
gets with only minimal muzzle rise. 
Worth mentioning at this point is that 
all of these drills were performed with 
standard 55gr ball ammunition from 
Patriot Munitions. I found this to be an 
important factor because a gun's ability 
to run a variety of ammunition is critical 
for its success. After 500 rounds and no 
malfunctions, it was time to get to the 
bench. 

For posterity and data, five-round 
groups were shot at 100 yards. In the 
mix this session was Hornaday 75gr 


48 WORLD OF FIREPOWER 



■ All of the groups 
were near sub-MOA. 



HPBT Match, Silver State Armory 77gr SMKHP and Black Hills 75 
gr Match HPBT. Groups were shot from a bench with a rest bag 
and rear sand sock. Even with very minimal barrel break in, the 
SFA-1 5 proved it was as good as promised. All of the groups 
flirted with a sub-MOA, which is serious business for this plat- 
form. 

This accuracy continued as targets moved from paper to steel 
and started moving further and further out. We ultimately ran 
out of range at 500 yards and the SFA-1 5 was pushing rounds out 
flawlessly. With a lack of any wind and good data, I was able to 
quickly print a consistent grey strike point on the 500-yard tar- 
get. This, of course, had me searching my mind for an area 
where I could get even more distance, but that would have to 
wait for another day. 


READY TO ROLL 

The SFA-1 5 ReDuced Recoil RDR rifle is a seri- 
ous contender for one of the finest rifles in the 
market. S.F. Armory seems to have accomplished 
their goal of building a rifle to fit both carbine 
duty as well as a designated marksman rifle. 

While fairly unknown in the market right 
now, this will not be the case for long. With the 
primary driver of the company bringing his 
United States Marine Corps Forces Special Opera- 
tions Command (MARSOC) insight to the civilian 
weapons market, they will soon be in high 
demand. FP 




Quick Specs 

MODEL: SFA-1 5 "ReDuced Recoil" RDR 
WEIGHT: 7 pounds 
OPEN LENGTH: 36 inches 
CLOSED LENGTH: 32.75 inches 


MSRP: $2,495 


PliHFOHMAMCi: DATA 


LOAD 

VELOCITY 

AVERAGE GROUP 

BEST GROUP 

Hornaday 75gr HPBT Match 

2,790 

0.90" 

0.85" 

Silver State Armory 77gr SMKHP 

2,750 

1.00" 

0.90" 

Black Hills 75 gr Match HPBT 

2,750 

1.10" 

0.90" 


Note: Bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in fps and accuracy in inches for three 5-shot 
groups at 1 00 yards. 











W HAT'S YOUR MISSION? 

MAYBE YOU'RE A MEMBER OF AN ELITE MILITARY 
UNIT WHO NEEDS STATE-OF-THE-ART EQUIPMENT. 
YOU COULD ALSO BE A LEO WHO NEEDS NIFTY 
HARDWARE TO TRACK WORKOUT DATA. OR MAYBE YOU'RE A 
REGULAR JOE WHO GETS OUT TO THE RANGE A COUPLE TIMES 
PER MONTH, AND YOU WANT A NICE WATCH YOU CAN RELY ON. 


We don't need to tell you that technology keeps expanding by leaps and 
bounds, and these timepieces are a perfect example of that. Whether you 
need one for tactical applications or tactical training, these watches will get 
the job done. And then some. 

Do you remember when watches were used just to keep track of the time? 
Those days are long gone. * 


Distanc 


8:t 

Time 

34:5 


► PHOTOS BV CHRIS WINTON-STAHLE 
WOROS BV BRET PERCHALUK WITH OOUG JEFFREV 
ILLUSTRATIONS BV ERIC KNAGG 
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RESCO ^^$1,185 


PRODUCT: Manus 

WEB: Rescolnstruments.com 


Reviewer's Comments: The owner of this company is a 
former frogman, which is now a SEAL, so he had the opera- 
tor in mind when he produced these watches. Although this 
watch performs a number of tactical functions, you could 
totally wear it as a dress watch because it looks so good. 

The minute I picked this watch up it felt familiar to me, 
and I quickly realized why. The metal is similar to the metal 
on a Sig 229. It even has that slightly oiled feel. The casing 
is durable so it is protected against the elements. This is a 
serious piece of equipment. 

And it looks great. Resco is laser engraved on the face, 
which is a cool touch. They did not use any numbers on the 
face. Instead, two rectangles represent 12, there are dots 
for the 1 and 2 and a single square for the 3, 6 and 9. 

The functionality is also impressive. The hands and the 
numbers glow in the dark, so you can always tell what time 
it is. 

It is a clean looking timepiece. It's not over simplified, 
but it is so simple that it is classy looking. It is a really, really 
cool piece. 




Y / % • Case: 31 6L stainless steel DLC black finish 

/ I ^ * Movement: Swiss Ronda quartz 

I j — • Crystal: Slightly domed sapphire 

42mm diameter, 13mm thickness 
• Dial: Matte black with BWG9 super luminova 
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PRODUCT: Ambit 3 Peak Black 
WEB: Suunto.com 



Reviewer's Comments: And you thought the only hy- 
brids are in the auto industry. 

In a sense, this watch is a hybrid, as it is sporty and 
tactical. Not only is it Bluetooth capable, it has a heart 
rate monitor to track workouts. The GPS solves the tacti- 
cal purposes, so that and the compass take the guess- 
work out of navigation. After all, not everyone is an 
Army Ranger. It is definitely cool for tactical applications 
or tactical fitness. 

It has a light lock feature that allows you to keep it lit 
up so you can read the dial. This is nice because you do 
not have to push any other buttons to keep the light on. 

Durability is good, too. It has a thick wide rubber 
strap so it is easy to pull it tight and forget about it. That 
is a good touch. The back of the watch is smooth and 
rounded so it is comfortable to wear for long periods of 
time. It won't eat your wrist up. 

This is a good-looking watch. The face is big, and it 
has a digital screen. It is a simple design that is very ef- 
fective. 




] 

• GPS watch with advanced outdoor 

and multi-sport functions 

• Connects to iPhone and/or iPad 

• Heart rate strap not included 
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TITANIUH 
niLlY FALCON 




MTM SPECIAL OPSX 


PRODUCT: Titanium Gray Falcon 
WEB: SpecialOpsWatch.com 



Reviewer's Comments: You only get one chance to 
make a first impression, and this MTM watch scored big 
time. 

The first thing I noticed is a lot of the military-style 
watches have a nylon strap, but MTM's is wider, which in- 
creases its comfort. I also like the closure. They used a 
thicker stem on the closure part, so it is easier to yank the 
watch on and fasten it. You can use one hand, place it on 
your chest, pull the strap and you are good to go. It's that 
simple. 

The facing is like a gun metal that is a cross between sil- 
ver and sand, and that contrasts well with the watch case, 
which is carbon fiber. It also has a military-like rotating 
bevel around the face that can be used for calculations. 

It also has a unique lighting scheme. The 4, 8 and 12 are 
in reflective bubbles. The way this is designed you can still 
see the watch clearly even when it is dark. Plus, it is not so 
bright that you have to be worried that you will give away 
your position in a tactical capacity. It is impressive. 

This is a nice watch with high quality. You could almost 
wear it like a dress watch or at least business casual, and 
it's also appropriate for tactical operations. 



] 

• Solid titanium case 

• 330 feet, 100 meters water resistant 

• Five light modes 

• Anti-reflective sapphire crystal 

• Super luminous numbers 
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LUMINOX ^ 

41 

PRODUCT: Recon 

WEB: Luminox.com 



Reviewer's Comments: If you are going for an overt 
military and tactical look, this is one of the best. 

The strap is rubber, and it doubles as a ruler, which is 
cool because you can use that to measure things like 
paracord during a reconnaissance mission. Plus, the rub- 
ber strap is durable, and that makes it impervious to 
damage from things such as salt water. 

The face is cool, too. The names of cities from all over 
the world are on it, and you can rotate the settings so 
you know what time it is in these cities. The watch face is 
black with yellow accents. The second hand is yellow, and 
everything else is black and gray. The yellow is subdued, 
and looks tactical and clean. It is a sharp looking watch. 
The watch face is big and easy to see. It glows in the dark 
with a fluorescent blue. It allows you tell time, but it 
does not give your position away. 

Another nice feature is that from the hours of 1 to 8 it 
lights up in blue. From 9-12 it lights up in feint yellow; 
therefore, you know when you are getting into the criti- 
cal hours and you know there are only four hours until 
the next day. 

There are also settings that allow you to check walk- 
ing speed or count the cliques on a recon mission. 





] 

• Movement: Quartz 

• Diameter: 46mm 

• Case: Carbon reinforced 

• Crown: Double-security gasket 

• Crystal Glass: Sapphire glass 
anti-reflective coating 

• Water Resistance: 200 meters 

• Strap: Rubber/silicone 


1 
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Bret Perchaluk works for 
an East Coast-based law 
. enforcement agency. 


min/mi 


Time 


DistanGe 


4.25 

Pace 

8:14 


34:50 




PRODUCT: Smart Sports Watch 
WEB: MagellanGPS.com 

Reviewer's Comments: Don't judge a watch by its 
cover. This watch may look plain, but it is sleek. It's all 
black, the face is big and it is easy to perform the func- 
tions. The wrist strap is a wide piece of rubber, and it is 
easy to pull on and off. The clasp is brushed silver so 
that does make it a little fancier. 

This watch, which can be used for tactical training, is 
Bluetooth capable. You can track your data to your 
iPhone or iPad because it syncs with apps. When you 
link it to an app, your training data is right there on 
your wrist. That's a game changer. Imagine trying to lift 
with your phone in your hand. If it doesn't fall out of 
your pocket, you're going to sweat all over it. These 
apps also work well for operators who want to take fit- 
ness to a new level. Among other features, it records 
your splits and distance run. 

Judge this one after you've used it. FP 




1 


J 

• Displays real-time data 


from sports apps 

111 

• Bluetooth smart heart 

rate monitor 

\\ \ \ ' 

• Ultra low power 

^A \ \ 

• Remote control for sports 

L 

apps and music 
• Customizable displays 
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KRAV MAGA^ THE SYSTEM OF THE ISRAELI 
DEFENSE FORCES^ FEATURES PRACTICAL 

SELF-DEFENSE MbVES 

1 

BV DOUG JEFFREV - PHOTOS BV JAIMEE ITAGAKI 




T he clock strikes 6:44 AS THE SUN RISES 
OVER A SLEEPY LOS ANGELES. 

The partially shaded streets are quiet, and 
most businesses in the "City of the Angels" are 
still closed. But Krav Maga Unyted, tucked inside a com- 
plex on Main Street that features businesses and multi- 
family units, is neither quiet nor closed. 

Some 20 sweat-drenched students are pairing off as 
Jarret Waldman oversees the first of several stress drills. 

"In this drill, one of you is going to hold the pads 
while the other throws punches as hard as you possibly - 
can for one full minute," he says. 

The chief instructor and owner walks to the south side 
of the room, turns, asks if everyone is ready and then 
yells, "Go." 

Punches start flying, and more sweat starts flowing. 

At about 30 seconds, Denise notices that her partner, 
a 30-something male, is starting to slow down. 
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"WE TEACH STUDENTS 
TO TAP INTO THEIR 
AGGRESSIVE SIDE 
WHEN NECESARX 
THEY NEED TO FLIP 
THAT SWITCH ON 
AND BECOME 
SOMETHING LIKE THE 
TASMANIAN DEVIL " 







1 


"Keep going, keep going! Don't stop. Don't slow 
down," she yells. 

He digs deep, and starts connecting with the crisp- 
ness he showed at the outset. His overhand rights are 
powerful. His left upper cuts are devastating. 

"You got it. Keep after it. That's the way. Don't 
stop." 

"Time," yells Waldman. "Take 30 seconds, and we'll 
go again." 

While a city slowly comes to life outside, the training 
methods of krav maga inside the state-of-the-art facility 
are getting students beyond fit and preparing them for 
the realities of a real-world street encounter. 


I Ti:ciiMir,nni i 

This sequence shows how to respond to a knife attack. 

The assailant (Duncan Rattle) approaches (1) Jarret Waldman, 
who does not get into a fighting stance. Although his feet are in a 
position ready to react, he instead assumes a non-threatening 
stance and attempts to verbally de-escalate the situation. Wald- 
man's position gives the assailant the impression that he is a lame 
duck, but he is ready to defend. 

Waldman's position forces the assailant to attack with the knife 
from the outside. As the assailant attacks with the knife, Waldman 
defends and attacks simultaneously. He blocks with his left hand 
while delivering a right to the chin (2). 

Next, Waldman grabs the assailant's neck and shoulder, pulls 
him down and delivers a kick to the groin (3). Waldman can now 
control the attacker's wrist (4) and take the knife away (5). 
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In this encounter, 
Waldman shows how to 
respond to getting hit. 

The attacker (Gabe 
Khorramian) approaches 
Waldman (1), throws a 
big right (2) and then 
closes the gap and at- 
tempts to take Waldman 
down (3). Using leverage 
on his neck to pry him off, 
Waldman simultaneously 
thrusts his thumbs into 
the attacker's eyes. This 
allows him to more easily 
deal with the attacker's 
power and grip. Now 
Waldman is in control. He 
disengages and strikes 
the face with elbows (4). 
This creates more space, 
and Waldman follows up 
with a knee strike (5). 




KRAV MAGA 101 

To help fortify a nation, Imi Litchenfeld created the art of krav 
maga during the 1930s and World War II, says Waldman. Designed to 
defend against attacks while simultaneously inflicting devastating 
damage to an opponent, krav maga became one of the key training 
and defense systems of the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF). 

"When Israel became a state, it was surrounded by enemies and 
constantly being attacked," he says, adding krav maga has since 


evolved to include training for use by Special Forces and paramilitary 
teams, as well as police and law enforcement, and the general public. 
"The time to train troops and get them on the front line was limited. 
Krav maga was born out of that necessity." 

Because of the way the system is designed, it is easy and fast to pick 
up. Krav maga utilizes a system of concepts and principles to quickly 
and effectively teach individuals practical and applicable self-defense 
and self-protection skills that can be used in combat or street self-de- 
fense scenarios. 
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Quick Q&A With Jarret Waldman 


In a street encounter, what if 
someone defends only? 

"In krav maga, students defend and 
attack at the same time. If all you do is 
defend, your defense will break down. 
Using our method, the attacker realizes 
that if we send an attack at the same 
time that will disrupt his thought 
process and get him on the defensive. 
We turn the tables on that individual 
to overwhelm him with our techniques 
or so we can get to a safe place." 


What if someone tries to choke 
you? 

"If someone tries to choke you, your 
reactions are to remove his hands. If 
you try to pry his fingers off and he is 
stronger, you won't be able to. Instead, 
use explosiveness and speed and at- 
tack the thumbs. Direct your energy 
and speed on that. It will be hard for 
anyone to react in that quick mo- 
ment." 


What if a woman gets attacked 
on the street? 

"In one of our drills, students stand 
with their eyes closed. Then, without 
notice, someone attacks them, so they 
have to deal with that threat." 

"We also have a drill in which a stu- 
dent could be forced to deal with mul- 
tiple attackers, so they have to scan the 
room for objects to help overwhelm 
the attackers. Women who weigh 1 1 0 
pounds may have to deal with guys 
who are 200-plus pounds. They have to 
find things to use to their advantage." 


What if your physical skills are 
strong, but you have not 
trained your mind? 

"If the mind is not right, the body will 
not perform. You have heard of women 
who lift cars to remove a trapped child. 
In her mind, she determined what she 
had to do to get the job done. That is 
how she used fear. It is important to 
use energy to fuel the fire inside." 

"If they do not have the will to survive 
on the street, they will have problems. 
They have to tap into that mindset. 
That is the violence of action, and they 
have to flip a switch in a moment, and 
that starts with mental training." 


In krav maga, a student can fight from any position, including while sitting at a desk. 

The assailant approaches with bad intentions (1). Using the closest weapon to the closest target, Waldman uses 
a sidekick to drill his attacker's knee (2). Next, he stands, delivers a punch (3) and follows up with a knee (4), which 
will render the attacker inoperable. 




In a stressful situation, such as a 
street attack, it's more functional to 
rely on fewer techniques that are 
proven to work, says Waldman. 

"We do not teach 1,000 tech- 
niques for a situation," says Wald- 
man. 

The natural and intuitive nature 
of krav maga leads to high retention 
of learned skills, and natural, almost 
reflexive, deployment of those skills 
in stressful situations. 

"It's easy to learn and retain, and 
it is effective," he notes. 

And that includes high-stress situa- 
tions, such as an ugly street en- 
counter. 

"We create a support system in- 
side the classroom," he says. "If a stu- 
dent ever gets attacked on the 
street, he or she can think back to his 
training and hear, 'Don't stop, don't 
give up, keep going.' We constantly 
instill that in our drills." 

Developing that strong mindset is 
part of the krav maga curriculum. 

"We teach violence of action," 
says Waldman. "What that means is 
we teach students to tap into their 
aggressive side. When necessary, they 
need to flip that switch on and be- 
come something like the Tasmanian 
Devil, so they can overwhelm an at- 
tacker and/or move to a safe place. 
We push them to perform at their 
highest level." 

Of course, no one wants to go 
there, but if they find themselves in 
the hands of an unimaginable situa- 
tion, they will be prepared mentally 
and physically. Just ask the Israeli De- 
fense Forces. FP 


Contact Info 


ACADEMY 

Krav Maga Unyted 

LOCATION 

Los Angeles 

WEB 

www.KravMagaUnyted.com 

PHONE 

(213) 223-6233 


a) 



This sequence illustrates 
how a krav maga student 
can use his surroundings to 
deal with a threat, espe- 
cially if the assailant has a 
weapon. 

The attacker, with a 
club raised, moves in (1). 
Waldman sees the attack, 
scrambles behinds the chair 
(2), raises it to block the 
strike and throws a front 
kick simultaneously (3). He 
then uses the chair to strike 
(4-5) his attacker. 




Waldman shows how to re- 
spond when a fight goes to the 
ground. The key, he says, is to get 
up as soon as possible, because 
you may not be fighting one on 
one. There can always be other 
threats, he says, and it is harder 
to deal with multiple attackers 
while on the ground. 

As the attackers approach (1 ), 
Waldman assumes a fighting 
stance. The first attacker connects 
(2) with a right, sending Wald- 
man down (3). When the attacker 
moves in to finish the fight, 
Waldman throws a kick to his 
chin (4). This creates space, so he 
can get to his feet before the 
other attacker moves in (5). He 
assumes a fighting stance and 
aligns both attackers in one line, 
so he can use one as a shield (6) 
to block the other. "This way I 
have only one attack at a time," 
he notes. 
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Model: Kimberly Fox 
Photographer: Gus Alonzo 
Rifle: Salient Arms GRY 
Sights: Magpul Pro 
Optic: Aimpoint Micro T-1 
Stock: Magpul Moe SL stock 
Add-Ons: ATPIALAN/PEQ-1 5, 
Surefire M300V Mini Scout 



Get Social With 
Kimberly Fox 

Instagram/Twitter: 

©thekimberlyfox 
facehbok: /kimmyfoxy 
Web: kimberly-fox.com 
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A RETIRED SEAL 
TAKES YOU INSIDE 
FIREFIGHTS WITH 
-THE TALIBAN AND 
.THE PSYCHOLOGI- 
CAL STRATEGIES 
THEY EMPLOYED 

INTERUIEW BV DOUG JEFFREV - PHOTOS BV GUS ALONZO 

y y CHECKED INTO TEAM 5 AND DID TWO 

COMBAT DEPLOYMENTS WITH THEM. 

THEN I TRANSITIONED OVER TO TEAM 1, 

AS THEY WERE GETTING READY TO GO 
TO AFGHANISTAN. 

During my time with Team 1, 1 was constantly 
attending schools in which I would learn howto do a 
variety of things. This was the most epic training with 
the best buddies I could ever ask for. I had made the 
right choice." 

That is just the beginning of one remarkable journey. 
In the following pages, a retired SEAL will take you 
deep into their world with a powerful and inspirational 
story. He asked that he remain anonymous because he 
said "it is all about the efforts of the SEAL teams as a 
whole" and not individuals. 

Of course, we agreed, and we're honored to share 
his story. — Editor 
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Q: Tell us about your background and how 
you got started on the path to become a SEAL. 

A: I was born (home birth) and raised on the 
mountainside above St. Helena in Northern Napa 
Valley (California). It is a small town in the woods. 
I had a very outdoor and adventurous family that 
loved camping and backpacking, and we always 
had a million pets. 

We had a neighbor who would trap animals 
such as raccoons and fox that would go after his 
chickens. Therefore, at a young age, I would help 
my two older brothers dissect and skin game. 

Nothing was off limits; we spent our summers 
in the forest making crude native tools and learn- 
ing survival. We had an old rock grinder, and my 
brothers, Tony, 13, and Joey, 1 1, and myself, 7, 
were always making sharp tools from spear tips 
to knives. I would be in charge of standing by the 
water bucket when something caught fire. 

When I was in the 6th grade, a close relative 
bought me a Navy SEAL workout book. I studied 
that book front to back, wanting to be doing 
what the people in the pictures were doing. 
Sneaking out of the water, climbing nets and 
hunting bad dudes all over the world. I knew one 
day this must be my calling. 

I always had compassion for those in need, 
and I had a very large gap in which I felt a huge 
feeling of needing to be a protector. Maybe it 
was from what I lost and could not do anything 
about. 

Each summer through high school I would 
leave and live either in Montana or Alaska and 
work with family friends who owned ranches or 
homesteaded. Being outdoors kept me 
grounded. 

Of course, I kept my goal to be a SEAL. 

Q: Did anything else inspire you to enlist? 

A: I feel I am a protector and adventurer along 
with having an insatiable desire to rid this earth 
of evil and tyrannous scum. What better way to 
serve my family and those I love. 

Q: Talk about the training. Did the Navy utilize 
methods to strengthen your mindset? 

A: I think it depends a lot on the person going 
into training because training that can truly 
make you mentally strong is hard to come by. 


The Most Difficult Aspect of Being a SEAL 

For the most part, there is not a "most difficult" aspect of being 
on the teams. You are with greatest of brothers and always 
charging forward, learning to be the most elite and best force. 
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However, if you know there is an end 
date or there is a set goal in which you are 
"done" with something, then it is easier to 
push through and get there. But let's say 
you are training and there is no end time, 
and it truly could go on and on and on. You 
decide to keep pushing no matter what, 
knowing there is a level of the unknown 
when or how it will end. Once you push 
through that barrier and keep going be- 
cause you come second to the task or mis- 
sion and your bothers at hand, well then, 
you can truly start being mentally strong. 

Training is awesome. There was never a 
moment I thought about quitting. The true- 
to-heart frogmen (not all SEALs are frog- 
men), I believe, don't think about quitting 
or think about what may happen. Their 
focus is the completion of the task at hand 
and their loved ones, their buddies. 

Personally, I really hated ocean swims. I 
passed each one just fine, but man oh man 
did I hate those bad boys. 

SEAL training does a phenomenal job of 
combining all aspects of Special Forces re- 
quirement into a long and rigorous training 
program so you can graduate and get your 
trident. Even at that point, you're a new 
guy and you should shut the f**k up and 
learn from the guys who are actually in the 
platoons doing the work, kicking the doors 
and pulling the triggers. You have not 
earned your trident yet. You have only 
learned the basics. Now it is time to really 
learn the most excellent of trades, the bap- 
tism by death of those who do not value life 
as we do. Learn the greatest love a man can 
by laying his life down for his friends and 
family. 

Q: The public hears about SEAL Team 6, 

7, etc. How many teams are there, and is 
there significance to the numbering? 

A: There are four teams on the West 
Coast and five on the East Coast. There are 
also reserve teams. 

The teams operate in different areas of 
the world, although in a large war, such as 
the last 1 5 years, we share war zones and 
work together. 

Team 6 is different in that they perform 
the highest-level missions. They have the 
most demanding of mission profiles around 
the world and need the most training and 
best gear at all times. 
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Itie Most 
fengerous Missions 

It is not so much what is the 
most difficult mission; it is more 
along the lines of the most dan- 


Depending on the mission pro- 
file and what you know of that 
area or target, then it becomes 
more asshole puckering, knowing 
there are more explosives and 


As difficult as a mission is, 
there is no thought of that when 
you arrive. It is a good flow of tak- 
ing down a target and being able 
to communicate with your team. 





FROGMAN H_AyE'JO~ 

FAMILY CAN NEVER BE^ 
BROKEN." 


weapons and drug smuggling, 

There were some long missiotp that we took: 
horses on, and we put some of our weight 
those little monsters. The bad thing is the holies' 
would occasionally just give up and lay dowrt fot" 
20-30 minutes. j" . 


il\ Missions vary all the time. We could do sniper 
Aver watch to running missions with the DEA on 
huge drug-related targets. There were also disrup- 
tion missions in which we would go in and disrupt 
an area that the Taliban controlled and used for 


Q: Talk about the gear. 

A: Most of the time the gear is pretty 
great, but guys still go out and buy gear 
that is better because not all military con- 
tracts provide us with the best gear and 
weapons. 

The ever-changing war from water to 
land and air, as well as what the enemy 
does, dictates the changing of gear. We 
must never for a moment, sit back and feel 
we are OK with what we have. Companies 
that support the teams and, of course. Spe- 
cial Operations understand this and change 
with us. 

Q: Did you ever get shot or suffer any se- 
rious injuries? 

A: I have had quite a few injuries over the 
years, including broken legs, wrists, toes, ribs, 
nose (several times) and fingers (8 of 10); 
concussions; hundreds of stitches, a smashed 
face and surgeries. It was all worth every in- 
jury to have been with my brothers in arms 
defending and taking the fight to our ene- 
mies and never going quietly into the night. 

I have not been shot, but I have dodged 
quite a few bullets. I am most definitely 
blessed. I have been blown off roofs and 
had my hand slammed in ship hatches and 
caught by the wind of our Blackhawks. I 
have also fallen down cliffs, been bucked 
off horses, got knocked out while skydiving, 
fell down stairs and the list goes on. 

On one occasion, I was blowing holes on 
the roof of a compound in savage country. 
As I placed my charge and turned, there was 
an explosion on the wall, launching me into 
the compound from the roof. As I fell, I was 
semi-conscious and holding my weapon. I 
hit the ground running, but I was leaning 
forward and smashed my face against a 
freshly cut tree trunk, knocking myself out. 

When I woke up, I felt a terrible burning 
on my back. My plate carrier had slid up, and 
I was being attacked by a shit ton of huge 
bees. We were in a TIC (troops in contact), so 
we just stuffed my face with some gauze and 
straightened my nose back out and kept 
with the competition of killing the worst 
dudes. 

I have a lot of just amazing and epic 
stories, as well as heart-wrenching ones, 
but those are for an in-person time and 
not for the general public, which cannot 
understand. 
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These injuries over time added up. 
In 2012, 1 transitioned out of the mili- 
tary with a disability. 

The transition is well, still transi- 
tioning. I miss my brothers and the 
daily challenge of training and learn- 
ing new things. I keep myself busy, 
but I have wanted to be next to my 
boys and provide something for 
them. 

This is kind of how the knife mak- 
ing and other ideas were created. 

Q: Why did you play music before 
missions? 

A: Prior to a mission, you just ac- 
cept that you are not coming home. 

In essence, you accept your death and 
that is that. Then you can operate at 
a level where fear and being scared 
of dying do not exist, and the right 
decisions can be made with mental 
clarity. 

While jocking up (putting our gear 
on), we would listen to a variety of 
music and some specific songs that 
were courage building, crush your 
enemy songs and just plain badass 
songs. 

We listened to the "Last of the Mo- 
hicans" soundtrack, Pantera's "Cow- 
boys from Hell", Metallica, Slayer, AC 
DC, Black Label Society, Five Finger 
Death Punch and so on. 

Guys also had their favorite creepy 
and odd songs that they had an at- 
tachment with. It was just very fun. 
Guys were singing and laughing and 
strapping grenades on while singing 
and loading magazines for firefights 
that would soon ensue. 


New Mission 

Once I came back from my third deploy- 
ment, I wanted to go back but ended up 
taking over the Maritime training for the 
SEAL Teams. 

They were getting ready to deploy soon, 
so we worked on a number of things, in- 
cluding oil platform takeovers. I also started 
a lead climbing cell so small units within 
each platoon would have the equipment to 
train on ships, cliffs and river crossings. We 
were always finding ways to stay combat 
ready and effective. 
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Q: Did the Taliban talk shit to you guys? 

A: Everyone has seen what ISIS has done 
and overall what extremism can do. Well, 
the Taliban is only slightly different. They 
mutilate and perform heinous acts on peo- 
ple's bodies and such. They leave behind 
calling cards and let people know what 
they do. 

We once were in a firefight so close [to 
the Taliban] that we could hear the bad 
dudes. I had a loud speaker, and I had 
learned how to talk some shit. So I truly 
pissed them off by telling them they fight 
like women and they do things with boys. I 
did this over and over again until we could 
hear them yelling back. 

We killed a lot of bad dudes that day. 
After yelling back and forth and completely 
disrespecting them, we dropped a 500- 
pounder on them to send them to the un- 
derworld. 

Q: What kind of bond develops between 
SEALS? 

A: I can tell you that I met some brothers 
that I would be honored to die for. Not 
everyone in the SEAL Teams is equal and 
not everyone is a "FROGMAN." The bonds 
that are built are everlasting, and the level 
of loyalty the true FROGMAN have to their 
brothers and family can never be broken. 
That is what keeps them striving for excel- 
lency and to be the best for their loved 
ones and brother next to them. 

Q: If you lost someone? 

A: The biggest take away is the honor in 
which I have had fighting next to some of 
the greatest men and brothers that have 
ever been. When a friend and teammate is 
lost, I cannot express the sadness and 
emptiness I feel. It is always an epic sadness 
that I couldn't have been there to save 
them or even replace them. 

I lived by that code that my brothers are 
greater than me, that I cannot dishonor 
them nor let them down. That I need to be 
able to rid myself of fear so I can be the 
best by them and we can side by side to do 
the Lord's work and crush the enemy. FP 



"PRIOR TO A MISSION, YOU JUST ACCEPT THAT YOU ARE NOT COMING HOME IN 
ESSENCE, YOU ACCEPT YOUR DEATH AND THAT IS THAT THEN YOU CAN OPERATE 
AT A LEVEL WHERE EEAR AND BEING SCARED OF DYING DO NOT EXIST ..." 
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THE UNCHALLENGED ACCURACY 
& RELIABILITY OF THE LES BAER 
SEMI-AUTO SNIPER RIFLE 
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■ The LBC Semi-Auto Sniper 
with Valdada Spartan scope 
mounted; much of the 
shooting with this rifle was 
done with Black Hills 168 
grain Match ammo. 


E3V LEROV THOMPSON 


U NTIL SEPTEMBER 2004, I WAS A 

TRADITIONALIST ABOUT SNIPING RI- 
FLES. I WANTED THEM TO BE BOLT 
ACTIONS. 

However, in the aftermath of the massive 
Beslan School hostage incident in Russia, during 
which over 1,100 hostages were taken, including 
111 children, and which resulted in the deaths of 




at least 385 of the hostages, almost half children, 
my thinking changed. 

I was asked to prepare an analysis of the 
Beslan Siege and also the siege of the Nord-Ost 
Theater incident in Moscow to see what lessons 
could be learned for law enforcement and mili- 


tary tactical units. 
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■ Side view of the Semi-Auto Sniper offers a good 
view of the adjustable Magpul stock. Note also the 
spare Magpul magazine, which allows a rapid 
change to continue engagement of multiple targets. 


■ Thompson firing 
the Semi-Auto 
Sniper from an 
improvised rest. 


REAL-LIFE BENEFITS 

One of the major lessons learned was that U.S. 
counterterrorist/hostage rescue units were not prepared to deal with 
such a large hostage incident involving hundreds of hostages and 
dozens of terrorists (at least 32 Chechen terrorists were involved at 
Beslan). Another thing that became apparent was that far more 
hostages might have died if counter-snipers from the Rus Spetsnaz unit 
and other Russian special units had not been equipped with the Dra- 
gunov self-loading sniping rifle. As children, teachers and parents at- 
tempted to flee, terrorists hung out of windows spraying rounds at 
them with rifle fire. 

However, the skilled Spetsnaz snipers maximized the capabilities of 
their self-loading rifles and the Dragunov's detachable 10-round maga- 
zine to give covering fire, killing some terrorists and keeping the heads 
down of others. Without the presence of the Spetsnaz snipers, possibly 
hundreds more might have died. 

The major lesson I drew from Beslan was that there is a definite 
niche for a self-loading sniping rifle with fast-reload capability in U.S. 
counterterror arsenals. I have also shot the Dragunov enough to know 
that a rifle with better accuracy and a better scope than the Dragunov 
would be desirable. After evaluating the rifles available in the USA that 
fit my criteria, I decided that Les Baer's Semi-Auto Sniper fit my criteria 
very well. 



"IT IS AS ACCURATE AS MOST BOLT-AC- 
TION SNIPING RIFLES, YET OFFERS THE 
ADVANTAGES OF HIGHER MAGAZINE 
CAPACITY AND FASTER ENGAGEMENT" 
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Poland - Romania - Ukraine - Albania - Bosnia Herzegovina 


WHAT IT'S GOT 


Baer's Semi-Auto Sniper is built as a 
custom rifle designed with parts that are 
fitted for accuracy and reliability. Upper 
and lower receivers are precision ma- 
chined from 7075-T6-51 aluminum billets, with 
the trigger guard machined into the lower. 

Les Baer's custom rifles are known for their 
accurate barrels. The Sniper uses an LBC bench 
rest 41 6R stainless steel barrel with cut rifling. 
Among other standard features are a top Pi- 
catinny rail, chromed LBC bolt carrier and LBC 
Precision bolt, chromed LBC precision extractor, 
Geissele two-stage trigger group, LBC steel gas 
block with Picatinny rail on top and LBC preci- 
sion machined free-float handguard with lock 
ring. 

The grip is custom with extra material under 
the trigger guard, a guard that is bowed on the 
bottom to allow firing while wearing gloves. 
The 18-, 20- or 24-inch barrel has a 1-in-10 preci- 


sion cut twist, as well as an Enforcer Muzzle 
brake. The barrel is also coated with DuPont S, 
which is corrosion and wear resistant and also 
self-lubricating. 

The Semi-Auto Sniper is designed to take 
Magpul 20-round magazines, and it also has a 
Harris bipod. A Magpul adjustable stock allows 
the shooter to tailor it to his needs. Each Les 
Baer Semi-Auto Sniper is guaranteed to shoot 
inch MOA 5-shot groups at 100 yards. 

Let me expand a bit on a few of those fea- 
tures. The Geissele trigger group has an excel- 
lent reputation for AR trigger improvement. Its 
high-speed hammer reduces lock time by up to 
50 percent. Also, the trigger may be adjusted for 
over travel and sear engagement. Pull rate for 


the trigger's first stage varies between 1.3 and 3 
pounds. 

The Magpul PRS stock is worthy of comment 
as well. Specifically designed for AR-10/SR25 
7.62x51 mm rifles, it is tailored for the longer 
throw of a 7.62x51 mm rifle. For comfort when 
shooting, both the cheek rest's height and the 
length of pull may be adjusted, and those ad- 
justments stay even under recoil of multiple 
rounds fired quickly. Not only does the rubber 
butt cushion recoil, but is also keeps the butt in 
place against the shoulder, even over body 
armor or other gear. For those who like a mono- 
pod on a sniping rifle's stock, a sliding cover at 
the bottom of the stock may be removed to 
allow the attachment of a monopod. 


UKRAINE - Albania - Bosnia Herzegovina - Bulgaria - Croatia - Egypt - Hungary - Iraq - Poland - Romania - Ukraine - 


New, From Gibbs Rifle... 

THE TOUGHEST AK47 MAGAZINE MADE. 

AK47 s were designed and built to survive war, weather and wear, and so should the magazine you put in your gun. Gibbs 
Rifle traveled to the rugged Balkans to find a factory to build the toughest AK magazines ever put onto the US. market. They 
work, they don’t break and if they do, just send the magazine to Gibbs and we will send you a new one. No paperwork, no 

forms, no B.S. That’s the Gibbs guarantee: 


Actual Gibbs-Matra AK mags run over by an A.P.C. 


. ALL-STEEL, NO FLEX CONSTRUCTION. 

30 & 20 ROUND VERSIONS, CALIBER 7.62X39. 
. UNLIMITED 5-YEAR WARRANTY. 

• ALL NEW CONSTRUCTION. 

. BOLT HOLD OPEN FOLLOWER. 


To see the video go to www.gibbsrifle.com 


IF IT DOESN’T WORK, 
BREAKS OR WEARS OUT, 
WE WILL REPLACE IT. 
PERIOD. 


Gibbs Rifle Co., Ph (304) 274-0004 www.gibbsrifle.com 


Albania - Bosnia Herzegovina - Bulgaria - Croatia - Egypt - Hungary - Iraq - Poland - Romania - Ukraine - Albania - 
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Albania - Bosnia Herzegovina - Bulgaria - Croatia - Egypt - Iraq 



Familiarity 
Breeds Success 

An advantage of 
the LBC Semi-Auto 
Sniper rifle for U.S. 
military or law en- 
forcement personnel 
is that it is based on 
the familiar AR sys- 
tem. As a result, 
chambering a round, 
operation of the 
safety, operation of 
the bolt release and 
maintenance will be 
familiar. 

For law enforce- 
ment personnel who 
may normally use an 
AR-1 5/M4 as a patrol 
or tactical rifle, there 
is also the carry over, 
thus requiring less 
mental adjustments. 



I considered various scopes for the Semi-Auto Sniper. I 
wanted capability to engage precisely at ranges from 50-500 -h 
meters and also wanted an illuminated reticle for use in low 
light. I'm a big fan of lOR scopes (from Valdada Optics) so I de- 
cided the Spartan SFP 2-12x36mm with .308 BDC (Bullet Drop 
Compensator) would be perfect. Magnification of 2X allows en- 
gagement at relatively close range, a possibility in an urban inci- 
dent, while 12X magnification allows the rifle to reach out to 
800 meters. 

I've used Mil Dot sniper scopes for ranging for many years, 
but I am not wedded to them. As a result, the Spartan reticle, 
which is similar but uses hash marks instead of Mil Dots, was an 
easy adjustment. I especially like the fact that the reticle incor- 
porates a .25 MOA center dot for fast target acquisition using a 
semi-auto sniping rifle. 

Another real plus for a precision rifle that might be used 
against targets at varying ranges is that once the scope is ze- 
roed at 100 meters, the dial may be set at "1," allowing other 
ranges to quickly be dialed in by just setting the dial to the ap- 
propriate number (i.e. "5" for 500 meters). This works especially 
well with the center dot to engage multiple targets at multiple 


ranges. Given the major hostage incident for which I could envi- 
sion this rifle being deployed, aids to speed and precision are 
critical. More precise adjustments to windage may be made 
with % MOA clicks and to elevation with 50-yard intermediate 
clicks. 

Another advantage is that lOR Valdada scopes tend to be 
compact for their power and, hence, do not take up too much 
real estate on the Picatinny rail, especially if night optics are to 
be used. The Spartan is only 11. 75 inches overall and weighs 22 
ounces. In my experience, lOR scopes are well designed to sur- 
vive adverse weather conditions, whether fog or rain, and in 
temperatures from -40 to 140F. lOR multi-coating virtually elimi- 
nates glare and optimizes light transmission. To summarize, the 
Spartan is an excellent scope, which is very well suited to the 
Baer Semi-Auto Sniper. 

IN THE FIELD 

I wanted to test the gun for accuracy and reliability, but I, es- 
pecially, wanted to see how quickly I could engage multiple tar- 
gets with it. 



■ The Baer Semi-Auto 
Sniper strips for dean- 
ing in the same manner 
as the standard AR-1 5. 
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Les Baer .308 Self-Loading 
Sniper Rifle 



ACTION: Self-loading, AR-Type 
CALIBER: .308 (7.62x51 mm) Magpul 
MAGAZINE CAPACITY: 20 rounds 
BARREL LENGTH: 18 inches with muzzle brake 
OVERALL LENGTH: 39.75 inches 
WEIGHT: 14.5 lbs with scope mounted and 
with empty magazine 
SIGHTS: Picatinn 


For More Info 

Les Baer Custom 

www.LesBaer.com/ 

Valdada Optics 

www.Valdada.com 

Black Hills Ammunition 

www.Black-Hills.com/ 

Corbon Ammunition 

www.Corbon.com/ 


For zeroing the rifle, I used Black Hills 168-grain Match and Cor-Bon's 
168-grain Boat Tail Hollow Point Match. Using Black Hills at 100 yards, a 
friend and I both shot good groups but noticed the first round fired in 
each group was about one inch to the right and high. We speculated that 
this was the result of manually chambering the first round. I asked Les 
Baer about it, and he told me that often the first round would be out a 
bit until the rifle had been fired enough to foul the bore, at which point 
the group would tighten up. Match shooters and snipers often do not 
clean their rifles unless necessary because it can affect accuracy. 

To actually check group size, we fired 3- and 5-shot groups after firing 
the round manually chambered at a hanging plate rather than paper. 
Both Black Hills and Cor-Bon grouped into Vi- to 1-inch groups at 100 
yards, with the Cor-Bon's point of impact just slightly higher and left than 
the Black Hills. 



At 100 yards, I also fired four shots of the Cor-Bon 168-grain loads at the 
head of a "hostage taker." As expected, the first round was to the right, 
though still a headshot, while the other three rounds grouped into about 
an inch. Because I had left the scope set for the Black Hills Point of Impact, 
the Cor-Bon load was slightly left. All shots were fired prone from simu- 
lated cover off of the bipod. 

Next, I wanted to simulate dealing with multiple X-Rays (terrorists) at 
varying ranges. I put up humanoid targets at 50, 75 and 100 yards. Firing 
prone using the bipod, I engaged each target with a center of mass shot, 
moving as quickly as possible. I found that it was a real advantage not hav- 
ing to work a bolt action while moving among targets. The excellent trig- 
ger pull was a real aid to accuracy. 

I also tried shooting the Semi-Auto Sniper off of various types of impro- 
vised rests. I found that even with the 20-round magazine in place, I could 
go prone readily. Although I have good arm strength, I could not hold the 
1 5-pound rifle steady to fire it offhand. For the situations in which I would 
foresee the Semi-Auto Sniper being most applicable, the shooter should be 
in a position to fire from either the prone position or from a seated or 
standing rest when the weight will not be a major issue. 

IT DELIVERS 

As I write this, Les Baer's price for the gun is under $4,000. That's a lot of 
money, but the buyer gets a lot of rifle for the price. 

Although I see the major advantage of the Semi-Auto Sniper in counter- 
ing a terrorist incident involving a number of terrorists and a number of 
hostages, it can also serve the purpose of a typical SWAT sniper rifle — de- 
livery of one or two precision shots upon demand. 

It is as accurate as most bolt-action sniping rifles, yet offers the advan- 
tages of higher magazine capacity and faster engagement. It is actually a 
very versatile sniping rifle. FP 
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COLD HAMMER-FORGED, STAINLESS STEEL 
BARREL ENSURES EXCEPTIONAL LIFE, ACCURACY 
AND DURABILITY 


SNAG-FREE CONTROLS 


INCLUDES THREE MAGAZINES WITH PURCHASE 


FNHUSA.COM/FNS-SERIES 
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► BV A STAFF WRITER - PHOTOS COURTESV POLARIS 



W HY DIDN'T JAMES BOND THINK 
OF THIS? 

The Polaris MV850 has got 
bulletproof tires, the capability to go 
anywhere in any condition (other than 
maybe a sheer cliff, there's no terrain on planet Earth 
that can stop it) and it has the power of a runaway 
freight train. 

As you might expect, we're not shy when it comes 
to volunteering. In fact, we're down to test drive this 
badboy through the heart of L.A.'s Angeles National 
Forest any day. 

Meanwhile, check this out closely. It won't take long 
to figure out why the military now rocks Polaris. While 
you're thinking the men and women in uniform get 
to have all the fun, think again. Polaris also makes a 
civilian version. It's called the Sportsman 850, and it's 
just waiting for you to get your hands all over it. 

Enough said ... except for one final message to Mr. 
Bond. 

James, we think you need a new vehicle. Think, 
Polaris. Very cool, Polaris. 
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The Civilian Version 

The MV850 is only for the 
military, but there is a similar 
counterpart on the commercial 
side, the SPORTSMAN 850, and 
it also has Terrain Armor tires. 


What It's Got 

1 

Electronic power 
steering 

2 

Black out drive and 
IR capable 


3 

Polaris metal racks 
and steel exoskeleton 

4 

Terrain Armor 
(non-pneumatic tires 
optional) 
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Errorless Airless 



OTHISK KEY mJMlNSKS 


In miles per hour, 
the top speed 


14,873 

In dollars, the starting 
price for MV850 models 


1,067 

In pounds, the 
dry weight of 
the vehicle 


600 

In pounds, the 
total rack capacity 


850cc 

The power of the 
77 horsepower 
4-stroke engine 


1,500 

In pounds, the 
towing capacity 


11.25 

In inches, the 
ground clearance 


How a Non-Pneumatic Tire Works 

The TerrainArmor tire consists of three main elements: the rim, polymeric web and a tread 
band. These three components are bonded together yielding a "virtually indestructible tire as- 
sembly." Each is engineered for the targeted payload and terrain application. 

These tires can't go flat and can withstand bullets, debris and other objects that would 
normally destroy a pneumatic tire without compromising structural integrity. 

As a result, there's no need for a spare, which means there's more room for payload. FP 



Tru Level Pic Rail 


Black Opps AR Tactical Rings 


Slotted Hybrid Muzzle Brake 


The “Tank” Crosshair Level 
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> HE WEAK NEED NOT APPLY. 

CANDIDATES WHO QUALIFY FOR THE TRAINING ^ 
MUST BE ABLE TO SWIM 1,000 YARDS IN LESS THAN 
20 MINUTES, DO 50 PUSH-UPS WITHIN 2 MINUTES, 60 
SIT-UPS WITHIN 2 MINUTES, 7 PULL-UPS WITHOUT A TIME 
LIMIT, RUN 3 MILES IN LESS THAN 24 MINUTES AND PASS A 
BASIC UNDERWATER DEMOLITION/SEAL PHYSICAL FITNESS 
SCREENING TEST. 

Those who qualify begin a three-week indoctrination followed 
by basic SWCC crew training, an eight-week course that is rigorous 
and grows more difficult. Emphasis is on swimming, running and 
calisthenics. Teamwork, mental toughness and navigational ability 
are also mixed in. 













... HELL WEEK IS 51 
HOURS LONG AND 
INCLUDES LITTLE 


SLEEP, EXPOSURE TO 
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RHIB 

1 

The RHIB can travel 
at speeds of 40 
knots plus and can 
transport up to 
eight SEALs for up to 
200 nautical miles. 


2 

Armament can in- 
clude the M-60 
GPMG, M-2 .50 
HMG or Mk40mm 
grenade launcher. 


Their equivalent of the SEAL'S Hell 
Week is 51 hours long and includes lit- 
tle sleep, exposure to the elements, 
and tests of seamanship, navigation 
and boat handling. Known as the 
"tour," this training exercise weeds 
out the weaker candidates. 

Welcome to the life of Special War- 
fare Combat Craft Crewmen (SWCC). 

SPECIAL OPS SUPPORT 

SWCC is a U.S. unit that operates 
various small naval craft in support of 
special operations. Mostly, SWCC sup- 
port the SEALS, but they may also 
work with other special ops units. 

Missions carried out are normally in 
the shallow waters of a river and often 
involve inserting or extracting SEAL 


teams for operations ashore and giv- 
ing them fire support. Other missions 
include carrying out MAT (maritime 
anti-terrorism) operations, deception 
operations (i.e. raiding a facility to at- 
tract attention away from another 
mission being carried out by the 
seals), and Combat Search and Rescue 
(CSAR) to extract downed airmen or 
others. 

Their training entails air assault and 
free-fall parachuting, which plays a 
vital role, as their boats will often be 
inserted into the sea using the MCADS 
(Maritime Craft Aerial Deployment 
System). Normally, an 11-meter RHIB 
(Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat) will be at- 
tached to four parachutes and 
dropped from around 3,500 feet, fol- 
lowed by four SWCC who will jump 


and land as close to it in the sea as 
possible. SEALS or other special opera- 
tors may jump as well if the SWCC mis- 
sion is to insert them. It normally takes 
the SWCC 20 minutes or less to have 
the RHIB rigged and ready for its mis- 
sion. 

SWCC are also trained to use MEATS 
(Maritime External Air Transport Sys- 
tem). This system allows a CH-47D or 
CH-53 Sea Stallion helicopter to hover 
over an SWCC craft so that it may be 
rigged with slings. The SWCC team will 
then climb a ladder dropped from the 
helicopter, after which the craft can be 
lifted from the water. This technique 
may be used in reverse to insert a craft 
and its crew. MEATS operations are 
one reason SWCC attend air assault 
school. 
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'^Some SWCCs are free-fall 
qualified so that they can 
jump into the ocean along 
with their boats. (USN) 



BY THi: mJMBlSBS 

170,000 

During training, between small 
arms and boat-mounted weapons, 
the number of rounds SWCC 
will shoot 


3,200 

In miles, the distance SWCC 
travel aboard Surface Combat 
Craft (900 at night) 

100 

In miles, the distance 
they will swim 

400 

In miles, the distance 
they will run 


20,000 

The number of push-ups they 
do during training 


SWCC can trace their beginnings to World War II when 
small craft supplied and supported Resistance forces in 
Europe and the Pacific. During the Vietnam War, river 
units supported the SEALs in operations within the 
Mekong Delta. 

More recently, SWCC detachments were formed during 
1987 for service in the Persian Gulf. SWCC later served 
in the Gulf War, on counter-drug missions in Latin Amer- 
ica and during the War on Terror. 


Special Boat Team Twelve is based in Coronado, CA, and 
uses 81 -foot MarkV Special Operations Craft (SOC) and 
1 1 -meter RHIBs. Normally, each type of boat operates in 
pairs. 

SBT-1 2 is assigned to support SEAL missions in the Pa- 
cific and Middle East. The detachments may be de- 
ployed to Naval Special Warfare Unit (NSWU-1) One in 
Guam and Naval Special Warfare Unit Three (NSWU-3) 
in Bahrain. Detachments may also be deployed aboard 
amphibious ships. 
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It should be noted that all SWCC (usu- 
ally pronounced "swicks") are enlisted 
personnel. Their officers are drawn from 
the SEALS. Once trained, the SWCC will 
normally be assigned to one of three Spe- 
cial Boat Teams. See the sidebar for more 
information. 

THE ELITE 

There are approximately 600 active 
duty SWCCs assigned to the Special Boat 
Teams and about 125 reserve SWCCs. 
SWCCs provide an invaluable service to 
the Naval Special Warfare community, as 
they insert, extract, and support the SEALs 
so that they can concentrate on the mis- 
sion at hand. 

As you might expect, SWCCs live up to 
their motto: On time! On target! Never 
quit! FP 



"MISSIONS CARRIED OUT . . . OFTEN INVOLVE INSERTING OR EXTRACTING SEAL 
TEAMS FOR OPERATIONS ASHORE AND GIVING THEM FIRE SUPPORT ..." 



WtM 

prbj^y-iTtbunted^ 
\\^&uppr^SL 9‘bbh 

(USNj) 


Key Facts 
MarkVSOC 


1 

The MarkV SOC can transport 
up to 1 6 fully equipped SEALs 
for up to 500 miles. 

2 

Four CRRC (Combat Rubber 
Raiding Craft) may be carried 
along with an outboard motor 
for each and two spares. For 
fast extraction, a ramp at the 
rear of the Mark V SOC allows 
SEALs to drive the CRRC 
directly onto the craft. The 
MarkV SOC is somewhat 
stealthy with a reduced 
radar signature. 

3 

Weapons are chosen to fit the 
mission but may include GAU 
mini-guns, MK-38 chain guns, 
and MK-48 25mm guns M-2 
.50 MGs (including M-95 twin 
.50 cals), M-240 or M-60 
GPMGs,andMK-19 40mm 
grenade launchers. 

There is also a station for the 
firing the Stinger MAN PADS 
(Man-Portable Air Defense 
System). 
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F YOUR AR-15 IS ANEMIC, YOU SHOULD SEE 
THE PROFESSIONALS AT HEADHUNTERS 
FIREARMS. ^ ^ 

F i rst, ho weve r, f i ke a ny i I In ess; you Fieed 

to recognize the probiem, and you can do that by 
understanding the history of the AR-1 5/M-;16. An easy 
analogy would be to look at the AR family of rifles as 
you would your oWri farinily tree.^ 

Compare yourself to your father, grandfather and 
great grandfather, and you'll notice subtle changes 
from generation to generation, , 

These changes may be minor between jojnihg.gen- 
erations, but they really stand out when you look' 
past two or three generations. Unfortunately, SQime • 
traits that may not even be noticed in the phQtbv y 
graphs will carry over thfough each generatioh. 

These are the genetic defects such as heart probjems, 
high blood pressure or one of the dozens of other 
problems that stay hidden in our DNA. 







■ Rails for mounting accessories are nice, but sometimes we 
get carried away with them. The Parallax Tactical PXT hand- 
guard has all the rails you need but also offers a comfortable 
surface for your supporting hand. 


increased the cartridge, the overall size 
and weight of the carbine is still in line 
with a typical M-4 configuration. The 
HH458 makes a fantastic "brush gun" 
for going after even the meanest hogs. 



HH458 are exactly 
where you expect 
them to be on an 
AR-15. 


— 





^ ■ All of the y 

,p sm 

M controls for the % ||^ 


'AGAIN, BOTH OF THE GUYS WERE SURPRISED AT THE RECOIL LEVEL OF THIS RIFLE 

YOU JUST EXPECT MORE. " 
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Now look at photographs of the AR-1 5/M- 
16 as it was introduced back in the '60s, and 
compare them to our current AR-1 5 in its M- 
4 configuration. 
Throughout the 
years subtle 
changes were 
made from one 
generation to 
the next as we 
transitioned 
from a full-sized rifle into the compact car- 
bine in current use. The iconic carry handle 
has given way to the flat-top receiver and 
few of today's carbines even have the trian- 
gular front sight tower. 

Today's carbine only bears a slight resem- 
blance to the original, yet the straight line 
profile, pistol grip and magazine all gives us 
hints to its heritage. While most of these 
changes have improved the AR-1 5, it still has 
its one genetic defect that has been carried 
over throughout the years ... the 5.56 NATO 
cartridge. 

The 5.56 could be considered the prover- 
bial "90-pound weakling" in the family tree 
of U.S. military battlefield cartridges. 

Granted, the AR-15's capacity has grown 
to 30 rounds compared to the 20 rounds of 
the M-14, or 8 for the Ml Garand, but the 
5.56 X 45 doesn't even come close to the 
mass and energy levels of the 7.62 x 51 or its 
predecessor the 30-06. 

A 50-percent increase in capacity may 
sound inviting until you consider that we 
now have to train our soldiers to the need of 
making multiple hits on their targets. Over 
the year this problem has been exacerbated 
even further as the barrel length has been 
shortened, resulting in a decrease in velocity. 
OK, some may disagree with me concerning 
the effectiveness of the 5.56, and that argu- 
ment goes into the same realm of the 
proverbial "9mm vs. 45 AGP" controversy. 

However, my time is too short (as is this 
article) to try to talk them over to my way of 
thinking. Besides, the "doctors" of the 
firearm world have been tinkering with the 
DNA of the AR, and I have been having too 
much fun testing their results. We now have 
cartridges such as the 6.8 SPC, the 6.5 Gren- 
del, the 7.62 x 40WT and the massive .458 
SOCOM, all of which can all be fired from 
the AR-1 5. 

What is amazing is that all of these car- 


tridges required nothing more than a barrel, 
or barrel and bolt, transplant. By today's 
standards, this surgery can be considered as 
a standard "out-patient" procedure. 

HEADHUNTERS HH458 

I have been lucky enough to test all of 
these new cartridges over the past few 
years, with the exception of the .458 
SOCOM. Before the arrival of this rifle, I had 
fire exactly one round of .458 SOCOM, but 
now I can even claim that honor of thor- 
oughly testing this round. Thanks to the 
guys at Headhunters Firearms, based in 
Huntington Beach, CA, I have been able to 
experience true power emitting from a stan- 
dard sized AR-1 5. 

Headhunters offers the standard .223, and 
even the 6.5 Grendel, but it is their HH458 
chambered in .458 SOCOM that caught my 
eye. No matter what cartridge you favor, you 
must admit that after taking a look at the 
physical size limitations of the AR-1 5, you 
have to be amazed that anyone could fit a 
.458 cartridge in there. 

Headhunters Firearms start with their 
own billet lower receiver and mate it with a 
Midwest Industry billet upper. Once the two 
receivers are fitted, they graft a matching 
16.25-inch barrel and bolt supplied byTro- 
mix Lead Delivery Systems. 

Cut for a carbine length gas system, the 
barrel has a 1-14 twist rate and threaded 5/8- 
24 at the muzzle for a Tromix SOCOM muz- 
zle break. The Parallax Tactical PXT 13-inch 
handguard made of 6061-T6 aluminum cov- 
ers the Troy low-profile gas block. It should 
be noted that the Parallax handguard has 
rail mounts at both ends, but the center sec- 
tion is trimmed down to offer a comfortable 
area for the shooter's support hand to grip 
the firearm. 

Quick-release sling mounts can be found 
both fore and aft on the handguard, as well 
as on the Mako Recoil Reducing buttstock. 
This buttstock also has a one-button release 
to remove the buttpad, allowing access to a 
waterproof storage area for batteries or 
other small parts. 

Finishing off the HH458 carbine is a Mag- 
pul MOE pistol grip and a BCM Gunfighter 
charging handle. All other parts such as the 
receiver extension, recoil spring, buffer and 
trigger assembly are AR-1 5 mil-spec parts. 
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"THAT WAS MY 
ONE SHOT WITH 
A .458 AND THE 
HOG'S EIRST 
EXPERIENCE OF 
WALKING INTO A 
FREIGHT TRAIN" 


There are two aspects of the sample HH458 
that I have failed to mention. The first is that it is 
supplied with Magpul magazines, but they were 
in such a rush to get this carbine to me that they 
forgot to include them. This proved not to be a 
problem because the .458 SOCOM is designed to 
use standard AR-15 magazines, and yes, I have a 
"few" around. 

The second aspect was the "bullet button" 
magazine release on the sample carbine. Because 
I live in a free state, this was my first experience 
with this device. For my fellow Americans, let me 
explain that those in California cannot have a 
standard magazine release. To release the maga- 
zine a slender object, or "tool," must be inserted 
into the "button" to release the magazine. Let 
us hope that someday the shooters of California 
are able to take back their state and their rights. 
Other than this, the HH458 looked great. 

Headhunters Firearms offers full cerakote- and 
ceramic-coating services, as well as being a full 
service machine shop. Anything less than a sharp 
looking carbine just wouldn't be right. 


.458 SOCOM 

Before I test fired this rifle, I thought a few 
comments on the .458 SOCOM were justified. 

Apparently, I am not the only one to think 
the .556 is underpowered because this problem 
was the inspiration behind the .458 SOCOM. It is 
said that the U.S. military experienced a situa- 
tion in which multiple shots were required to 
neutralize the enemy in Mogadishu during Op- 
eration Gothic Serpent, and that this is what 
motived Marty ter Weeme of Teppo Jutsu LLC 
(Art of the Rifle) to design the cartridge. 

Credit has been given to Tony Rumore of Tro- 
mix for building the first rifle, and it was first 
fired in 2001 . The result was a cartridge that 
would propel a 300-grain bullet of .45 caliber 
with a muzzle velocity of about 1,900 feet per 
second to provide 2,400 foot pounds of energy. 
A major concern of this project was that the car- 
tridge needed to fit into the confines of the 
standard AR-15 platform. The cartridge case was 
designed around a .50 AE case, but it was given 
a .473-inch diameter rebated rim, which hap- 


pens to match that of the .308 Winchester and 
several others. In terms even I can understand, 
this team built the largest cartridge they could 
that would still fit into the rifle and magazines. 

As designed, the .458 SOCOM will feed out of 
standard AR-15 magazines but operates in a 
"single stack" position. A standard 30-round 
5.56 magazine will hold 9 rounds of .458 
SOCOM. The 30-round Lancer 5.56 magazines I 
used during my shooting test held 1 1 rounds of 
.458 SOCOM. Because its introduction, several 
companies have developed ammunition, barrels 
and rifles for this cartridge, as well as expand its 
bullet selections. No one will claim that this car- 
tridge is a long-range proposition, and it was 
created as a close-range combat cartridge that 
will put the enemy down. However, since its in- 
troduction, it has found favor among hunters 
and has proven itself against the heavier of the 
big game animals. In fact, if you compare the 
ballistics of the two cartridges, .458 SOCOM can 
easily approach the power level of the 45-70. 

The one round I mentioned firing prior to this 
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rifle was when a friend and I were hog hunting 
in Texas. We were hunting at night, and he 
spotted a good size hog with the use of night vi- 
sion. He handed me a rifle fitted with the latest 
3rd generation night vision scope and just said 
"Get it." I was too busy trying to figure out how 
to use the scope to pay much attention to the 
rifle. That changed once I pull the trigger, and I 
will testify to the ability of the .458 SOCOM as a 
hunting round for large hogs. That was my one 
shot with a .458 and the hog's first experience 
of walking into a freight train. 

RANGE TEST 

My range testing of the HH458 was going to 
be a little different than normal. 

First, as I mentioned, the rifle didn't come 
with a magazine. This wasn't going to be a 
problem because I had planned to test a few 
magazines anyway. Putting a cartridge that big 
into a magazine designed for the smaller 5.56 
just didn't seem right. 

Second, Headhunters had sent this rifle in 


with a scope by Primary Arms already mounted. 
They thought this 1-6X model to be ideal for 
this type of rifle, and I couldn't disagree with 
them. However, I normally would use a scope 
with a little more magnification for accuracy 
testing. 

Third, because Headhunters Firearms also 
manufactures their own line of ammunition all 
testing was done with their products. They sup- 
plied two loads using both a 300-grain lead bul- 
let and a 300-grain jacketed soft-point bullet. 
This was a feature I was thankful for because 
there isn't a single gunshop in my home county. 
A few pawn shops nearby may have a firearm or 
two and even a few boxes of the standard fare 
of ammunition, but to go in and ask for .458 
SOCOM would be humorous to say the least. 

The first trip to the range allowed me to con- 
firm the zero of the scope in just a moment or 
two. It wasn't sighted dead-on for me but 
within an inch or two, and I really didn't see a 
need to change anything. I did notice a slight 
change in the point of impact between the two 
loads. 


Once I set up the chronograph, it was appar- 
ent that the jacketed loads had an edge in ve- 
locity. I fired 20 rounds of each load, and the 
jacketed soft points average 1,768 feet per sec- 
ond while the lead bullet loads averaged 1,683 
feet per second. 

During this process, I also fired for accuracy 
with four 5-shot groups being fired at 100 yards. 
Again, the jacketed bullet had a slight edge 
with groups in the 1 y 2 -inch to 2-inch range. The 
lead bullets went from 1 % to just over 2 inches 
for the five shots. The best group of the day was 
shot with the jacketed load and measured 1 
15/32 inches (Southern boys call that 1 1 / 2 ) center 
to center for five shots. 

During this shooting, I also changed maga- 
zines for each group between Magpul, Lancer 
and surplus 20- and 30-round USGI. Yes, I also 
offered up a few words for the "magazine re- 
lease." 

It should also be noted that the recoil of the 
.458 SOCOM was nothing near what I was ex- 
pecting. When compared to the .308 Winchester 
I was testing at the same time, I would say they 


iz 




Join the club and get a new T-shirt every month representing 
a different group of specialized units from the U.S. Military, 
local and federal law enforcement, and fire departments. 
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were rather close. Some 45 rounds fired from 
the HH458 (and another 40 from the .308) was 
more than enough range time for one day. 

OK, I'm a pansy. 

A few days later I returned to the range, 
but this time I brought a couple of friends. You 
can't shoot something like a .458 SOCOM in 
McDowell County without sharing the fun 
with friends. To try it would be an invitation to 
lose your "good-old-boy" status. 

We ran the HH458 side by side with a few 
AR-10S at steel plates from 30 to 100 yards 
until we ran out of ammunition. Again, both 
of the guys were surprised at the recoil level of 
this rifle. You just expect more. Ringing steel at 
these distances proved to be a non-challenge. 

If a miss occurred, the shooter had to take a bit 
of grief because the HH458 proved more than 
capable of these easy shots. 

To be totally honest, this is where we had 
the single failure. Somewhere near the 80th 
shot a round failed to totally seat in the cham- 
ber. Once we were able to remove the car- 
tridge from the chamber and bore, we 


swabbed them with a little cleaner and we 
were set to go. 

Going through 100 rounds on a new rifle 
isn't the suggested break-in process, but be- 
cause it happened I should at least mention it. 
I will also mention that this was the one and 
only hang up during all of the testing. 

Those big rounds do fit in those magazines. 

All good things must come to an end, but I 
stayed true to the "writer's code" and not a 



■ Headhunters offers a 
complete package and 
features like the Mako Recoil 
Reducing Buttstock shows 
they paid attention to small 
details. Bore size alone 
doesn't make a custom rifle. 


single loaded round was left by the end of 
the day. 

JUST THE BEGINNING 

Every shooter may not know of Head- 
hunters Firearms, but over time I would ex- 
pect more to learn of their quality. The HH458 
looked good, shot good and ran rather 
smoothly. 

It should find a place with a lot of big 
game hunters, but unlike its 5.56 cousin, this 
rifle will never be known as a varmint rifle. If 
you want to put something down, this is the 
right cartridge and the HH458 is the right 
rifle. 

I normally wouldn't suggest playing games 
and altering DNA, but Headhunters just 
might be able to clone a rifle for you. FP 

Terrill Hoffman, who specializes in knives 
and firearms reporting, also contributes to 
Knives Illustrated. 





Headhunters Firearms 

MODEL: HH458 

CALIBER: .458 SOCOM 

LENGTH: 33 % inches (stock collapsed) 

WEIGHT: 7 'A lbs. (unloaded) 

BARREL: 16 'A inches Tromix 
TWIST: 1 in 14 

HANDGUARD: Parallax Tactical PXT 13" 
STOCK: MAKO Recoil Reducing 
SIGHTS: none (full Picatinny rail) 
MAGAZINE: Magpul PMAG 


MSRP: $1,900 


Contact Info 


pi:iu?0BHAi)n;i: data 


LOAD 

300 grain .45 lead 
300 grain .45 JSP 


VELOCITY 

1,768 

1,683 


ACCURACY Notes: Bullet weight measured in grains, velocity is average of 

1 1 5/32 inches 20 shots in fps measured 1 0 feet from muzzle, and accuracy in 

1 13/16 inches inches for the best five-shot group at 1 00 yards. 


Headhunters Firearms 

ADDRESS 
7522 Slater Ave. 

Huntington Beach, CA 92647 

PHONE 

714-375-9300 

WEB 

www.HeadHuntersFirearms.com 
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DESIGNED BY A SEAL, 
ROPER GLOVES 
PROVIDE EXCELLENT 
PROTECTION & 
OUTSTANDING 
FUNCTIONALITY 

► BV DREW PRUHS - PHOTOS COURTESV OF LINE OF FIRE 


HAVING BEEN EXPOSED TO FAST ROPING 
THOUGH RAPPELLING COURSES, I WAS INTRIGUED 
ABOUT A SPECIALIZED FAST ROPING GLOVE, 
KNOWING HOW HOT MY DOUBLE-LAYERED, REIN- 
FORCED PALM GLOVES GOT WHILE TRAINING. 

IN THE FOLLOWING STORY, READ ABOUT HOW 
ROPER GLOVES, WHICH ARE WORN OVER YOUR 
GLOVES, FROM LINE OF FIRE PERFORMED WHILE 
ON DUTY. 

FIRST LOOK 

When I received the gloves, I was immediately 
struck with how much they reminded me of a me- 
dieval half gauntlet. That may be a bit obscure for a 
first impression, but I could tell that these were pur- 
pose driven by design. 

Coming in a one-size-fits-all option, the gloves are 
built from a mix of thick cowhide and heavy-duty elas- 
tic, with a Velcro wrist strap. The glove is configured 
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■ Free 
Floating 
I Trigger 
^ Finger 
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"THEY BALANCE WEIGHT 
CONSIDERATIONS AND 
ROBUSTNESS WHILE 
MAINTAINING 
FUNCTIONALITY." 


with a reinforced palm where all the wear and tear takes place, with 
two straps on the back of the glove to keep it in place. While the design 
is smart, giving the user what they need to protect their hands, what re- 
ally makes the design unique is the use of the TEGS (Technically En- 
hanced Grip System) technology. 

Called the most versatile gripping material ever invented, TEGS com- 
bines thousands of microscopic projections that interlock with minimum 
pressure to maintain an exceptionally strong lateral hold. Think of it as 
tiny hook and loop Velcro that only works one way. Until now, any at- 
tempt to augment grip without sacrificing rapid release had been impos- 
sible. 

The TEGS are found on the interior of the glove. This allows the Roper 
glove to "stick" to whatever primary glove you're wearing underneath 
when pressure is applied, thus locking the glove in place. Coupled with a 
primary glove that also has TEGS on its palm (available through Line of 
Fire Tactical), you are significantly increasing the overall adhesiveness of 
your grip. 

Though the Roper Fast Roping Gloves work best with Line of Fire 
gloves, they will work with any tactical gloves. Designed to slide over 
your primary gloves, the gloves are secured with a 1-inch strap at the 


■ The author put the 
gloves to the ultimate test, 
and they performed well. 





wrist. Additionally, there is a pull loop 
at the base of the glove, which in addi- 
tion to the obvious function, can act as 
an anchor point for a Bungee cord or 
550 leash to keep the gloves on your 
person without having to secure them 
in a pocket when making a fast transi- 
tion once you get off the rope. 

IN ACTION 

I contacted my resource to get access 
to an indoor fast rope training course. I 
wore a pair of SKD PIG Alpha gloves as 
my primary gloves, which are my cur- 
rent favorite shooting gloves. Having 
trained on the rope, I knew how 
quickly the gloves could heat up. The 
Roper Gloves provided a layer of thick 
cowhide dissipating the friction associ- 
ated with fast roping. That's not to say 
my experience was heat-free, but the 
cowhide took most of the abuse. 

I found that the gloves still needed 
to be removed by undoing the Velcro 
wrist strap. While not a big deal, I did 
not find the process to be much faster 
than simply pulling off my rappelling 
gloves. 


As far as anchoring the gloves to my 
wrist, it was convenient and saved 
whatever time would be spent by plac- 
ing them in a pocket. I also found they 
hung out of the way enough so as to 
be clear when operating a rifle. I was 
concerned though, as I could see the 
anchored, free-hanging gloves getting 
caught up on gear or equipment. 

Overall, I can see value of having a 
dedicated glove that can be quickly 
shed when time is critical. 

PERFORMANCE PLUS 

Needless to say, the Roper Fast Rop- 
ing Gloves are a dedicated piece of 
gear, made with an understanding of 
the realities of having to get on target 
quickly and be ready for whatever may 
present itself. They balance weight con- 
siderations and robustness while main- 
taining functionality. 

While not for everyone, any expert 
abseiler, casual rappeller, or generally 
anyone who finds himself at the end of 
a rope will appreciate having a pair of 
Roper Fast Roping Gloves in their 
inventory. FP 


Till! 


HAM 
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The following interview is with Dom Raso of Dynamis Alliance. 
He is the man behind the design. 


Q:Tell us about your 
background. 

A: I'm a retired SEAL, having spent 
12 years in the Navy. I did multiple 
tours in Afghanistan and Iraq, and 
my time in the military provided me 
with a ton of real world experience. 
Additionally, I gained a lot of expe- 
rience and exposure to new ideas 
while training around the world in 
the military. 

Q: What is your area of focus 
since leaving the military? 

A: Combatives, CQB, hand-to-hand 
and the research and development 
of new products. I want to make 
better gear for the guys in the field. 

Q: You mentioned combatives. 
What is your background and 
what do you do now? 

A: I did shaolin kempo as a kid, 
which set my base and where I got 
my basic techniques, my punching, 
kicking, my movement. So at 1 7 or 
18, after joining the Navy, I quickly 
learned that those techniques 
wouldn't work in that environment. 
I needed something that I could 
apply while on target. What was 
needed was something that could 
be applied while in assault mode. I 
needed the techniques to be low 
visibility and able to be applied 
while in country. 

Q: Explain what you mean by 
combatives. 

A: It comes down to MMA vs. com- 
batives. MMA is a sport, it's a 
game. It's commercialized. Combat- 
ives is a fight for your life. You have 
to deal with multiple opponents, 
weapons and hard surfaces. 

While in the military I was able to 
work with subject matter experts. 
I've spent the last 1 5 years taking 
those things that worked and put- 
ting them together. I don't like to 
use the term "system" because a 
system is fixed. My program is con- 
stantly evolving. I now teach these 
techniques through Dynamis Al- 
liance. We focus on mindset and 
real life application. We're always 
evolving. 

Q: How long have you been 


with Dynamis Alliance? 

A: About two years. Our focus is to 
take what I've learned and bring it 
to the commercial world. 

Q: How many people does 
Dynamis Alliance have teaching 
this material? 

A: There are approximately 10 reg- 
ular members on staff, plus we 
have access to many subject matter 
experts as needed. It's a brother- 
hood to lead modern day warriors. 
We test to fail. Failure forces evolu- 
tion. We are focused on modern 
day threats. The mind leads the 
hands and body. You need to have 
that, as you don't always have a 
gun or blade. 

Q:This lead to things like 
Roper Gloves. 

A: Yes, and I'm excited about our 
new Fight Gear combative suit. 
We're making it in conjunction with 
LBX Tactical, and it is 100 percent 
made in the USA. It's an upgraded 
suit based on the High Gear design. 
It's completely adaptive for combat- 
ives and SIMS training. We have a 
new design for the helmet that of- 
fers a great balance of mobility and 
stability. It's still a work in progress 
as we are constantly taking feed- 
back from our end users. 

Q:Tell us about Roper Gloves. 

A: They are a minimalistic fast rope 
glove. It's designed as a half shell, 
which equates to less space and 
less weight. With a bungee on the 
glove, a user can get off the rope, 
shake the Roper Gloves off and get 
on their gun in minimal time. 

The gloves utilize the TEGS system 
lined on the inside of the glove. This 
increases the grip strength. Com- 
bined with some of the gloves of- 
fered by Line of Fire, you have two 
layers of TEGS, thus increasing the 
gripping area. 

Q: Is there anything else you 
would like to add? 

A: Just that I'm excited to be in a 
position where I can help get im- 
proved equipment to the end users. 
Again, it's about getting better gear 
to the guys in the field. 
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The Scorpion uses a 
7.72-inch cold-hammer 
forged-barrel with a 
threaded muzzle 
topped off by a short 
but efficient flash hider. 





FEATURING EO+1 CAPACITY, THE CZ 

SCORPION EVO 3 SI PISTOL PACKS 
A I^ICE PUNCH 

STORV BV TIM STETZER, PHOTOS BV JIM HOLMAN 


YOU'VE PROBABLY SEEN THE TREND. 

IF YOU FOLLOW THE TACTICAL INDUSTRY, YOU'VE SEEN A BIG SWING TO SHORT- 
BARRELED RIFLES AND RIFLE-CALIBER PISTOLS IN RECENT YEARS, AND THERE'S 
SOMETHING TO BE SAID FOR HAVING THAT RIFLE PUNCH IN A SUBGUN-SIZED 
PACKAGE. 

You do end up with some drawbacks, however, when you start chopping barrels back 
and firing rounds designed for longer tubes out of them. The biggest issues are reduced 
muzzle velocities, which decreases performance, and greatly increased muzzle blast and 
noise. 

On the flip side, when you take a pistol-caliber round and increase the barrel length in 
a subgun or carbine, you generally increase your velocity and performance and decrease 
the muzzle blast and felt recoil. You actually gain a fair bit in the equation. 

While subguns aren't readily available to most of us, the semi-automatic pistol versions 
of some models are, so if you want to take advantage of that increased performance with- 
out jumping all the way to a pistol-caliber carbine, then that's the niche you need to be 
looking at. CZ-USA offers one of the most advanced designs out there with their CZ Scor- 
pion EVO 3 S1 pistol. 
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■ The EVO 3 S1 
can rapidly be 
switched over 
to use an arm 
brace such as 
the SIG SBX. 


MEET THE EVO 3 SI 

This model is based upon their extremely successful 
Scorpion EVO 3 A1 sub-machinegun. The A1, cham- 
bered in 9mm, is in service with the armed forces and 
police in the Czech Republic, as well as a number of 
other law enforcement agencies across the world. It's a 
thoroughly modern design and just goes to show that 
the sub-machinegun is alive and kicking in the military 
and tactical world. 

The S1 is very similar to its military brother with the 
exception of being available in semi-automatic only 
and lacking the adjustable side folding stock. 

The A1 is pretty compact for a subgun, but that still 
makes it a relatively large pistol. It features a 7.72-inch 
barrel topped with a flash hider, and its overall length 


"THIS MODEL IS BASED 
UPON THEIR EXTREMELY 
SUCCESSFUL SCORPION EVO 
3 A 1 SUB-MACHINEGUN " 


m The EVO 3 51 has 
an excellent am- 
bidextrous magazine 
release that can be 
operated with either 
the trigger finger or 
the thumb of your 
off hand. 
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is 16 inches. It weighs five 
pounds, which isn't bad for a 
gun of its size. CZ-USA keeps the 
weight down with a fiber-rein- 
forced polymer frame, which 
also makes it resistant to the ele- 
ments for most of the pistol's sur- 
face. There is no rust or corrosion 
to worry about other than the 
flash hider, the bolt and a few 
external controls. 

The SI features an ambidex- 
trous safety and ambidextrous 
mag release along with a left 
side, non-reciprocating charging 
handle. Operation is via simple 
blowback mechanism. Picatinny 
rails are abundant on the pistol 
with an 11 -inch top rail, two 4- 
inch side rails and a 5.5-inch 
lower rail, which is fitted with a 
hand stop. The top rail comes 
with a set of well-protected, low- 
profile adjustable iron sights. 

For carry options, the SI is fes- 
tooned with sling attachment 
points on both sides of the 
weapon, along with an end cap 
that also allows sling mounting. 

The EVO 3 SI ships with two 
clear polymer 20-round maga- 


zines. MSRP is $849. Spare 10-, 

20- and 30-round magazines are 
available for only $19.95 each. 

HANDLING 

CHARACTERISTICS 

The EVO 3 SI is a good-look- 
ing pistol. That's my opinion, of 
course, but literally everyone else 
who saw or handled the gun felt 
the same way. It's got some wow 
factor too it with its modern, 
high-tech appearance. I imagine 
it won't be long before we start 
seeing it star in action and sci-fi 
movies. 

The SI is more than just good 
looks though; it also handles 
very well. You can tell a lot of 
thought went into the design. 
This is an operator's pistol, not a 
gun designed by committee. 

Starting off the first thing you 
notice is the big, comfortable 
grip. There is plenty of room for 
a gloved or large hand, and the 
front and rear grooves, along 
with the flared butt of the grip, 
ensure that you'll be able to hold 
on to the EVO SI no matter what 



■ The EVO 3 SI comes with an excellent set of iron sights. The rear has a four-position 
aperture and the front a well-protected front sight post. 
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you're doing. 

The trigger guard, likewise, has enough 
room for a gloved finger and houses the mag- 
azine release in its forward portion. I think the 
Scorpion's magazine release may well be the 
best-designed mag release I have ever used. It 
operates much like an AK mag release, but the 
ergos on it are very good. In addition to being 
able to rock the mag out with either hand, it's 
also contoured so that you can push it forward 
with the trigger finger of either hand. Basi- 
cally, no matter what hand you're using or 
what your grip or reload style is, this mag re- 
lease will work for you. It was a popular fea- 
ture with shooters and folks who handled the 


trous safety and a large, easy to use bolt re- 
lease lever. 

Moving forward on the pistol you come to 
the triple rails, which allow you to mount 
whatever sort of grip, light or laser you're in- 
clined to use. Keep in mind though that this is 
a pistol by definition so a protruding forward 
pistol grip is not legal. Something like the 
Magpul Angled Foregrip would work, how- 
ever. 

I used the left side rail to mount both a 
Streamlight TLR-1 and a Streamlight TLR-2 HL 
2 G for my testing. The newer TLR-2 HL G is a 
pretty impressive light and green laser combo 
that was well suited to this style pistol. The 


space for optics mounting, and that was my 
original plan before I received the Scorpion. 
Once I had the gun in, I was so impressed with 
the iron sights I just decided to stick with 
those. The sights are another area that a lot of 
thought went into. They're extremely sturdy 
and fully adjustable for windage and eleva- 
tion. The rear sight has four apertures from a 
large ghost ring to a small aperture for precise 
work. It's easy to use and gives you lots of op- 
tions. The front sight assembly is serrated to 
reduce glare and is fitted with a round front 
sight post similar to that of an M16. 

While you can attach a sling in any number 
of ways, the most effective method I found 




■ The clear polymer 
magazines make it 
easy to keep track of 
your ammo supply. 
While the gun ships 
with 20 rounders, 
10-round and 30- 
round magazines 
are also available 
from CZ-USA. 


pistol, including a number of SWAT team oper- 
ators from the police department for which I 
work. 

Rounding out the controls are an ambidex- 


light blasts out a blinding 720 lumens, and the 
green laser has great visibility, even in bright 
sunlight. 

The 1 1-inch top rail gives you plenty of 


■ The rear sight on 
the Scorpion is 
housed in a rugged, 
low profile unit that 
gives the user a 
choice between four 
different-sized peep 
apertures. 


■ The EVO 3 SI 
is fitted with an 
ambidextrous 
safety and a 
large, easy-to-use 
bolt release lever. 
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during my testing was to use a single-loop sling 
attached to the rear end cap. That allowed the 
Scorpion to hang at the ready when not in use 
where it was available for a quick grab. When 
shooting, you simply push out against the sling 
while applying some rearward pressure on the 
pistol's forend with your support hand. 

While it's nowhere near as stable as a butt- 
stock, it works well for a large pistol such as this. 
Your other option is the optional arm brace 
adapter that allows you to mount an AR-style 
buffer tube and whatever stabilizer or cheek 
rest you like. 

ROUNDS DOWN RANGE 

While the Scorpion is an interesting enough 
pistol to handle and work with in the house, the 
range is where it really shines. 

This is a fun pistol to shoot. Recoil is negligi- 
ble, and rapid follow up shots are easy. I quickly 
found myself falling into a pattern of fast dou- 
ble taps when shooting off-handed at silhouette 
targets. 


"RECOIL IS NEGLIGIBLE, 
AND RAPID FOLLOW UP 
SHOTS ARE EASY." 

For dynamic shooting, the ghost ring sight 
proved to be very effective. It was fast to pick up 
the sights even with the pistol extended at arm's 
length. Speaking of which, although this is a big 
pistol, I was pleasantly surprised that you could 
indeed shoot it one-handed or in a two-handed 
Weaver stance. 

I did have a chance to work with the optional 
arm brace adapter fitted with a KAK buffer tube 
and a SIG SBX brace. While the ATF took a lot of 
the fun out of that with their revised ruling in 
January that shooters could no longer shoulder 
a SIG brace, it still worked well enough in its in- 
tended fashion, and the buffer tube itself 
worked nicely as a third point of contact for 
your cheek for more precise shooting. Just make 
sure that brace or the tube body doesn't slip 
into your shoulder pocket or a legal calamity 


might ensue. 

One of the things I did note early on with the 
Scorpion was that it has a fairly heavy, slightly 
mushy single-action trigger. I weighed it on my 
trigger pull gauge; sure enough, it came in at a 
little over 1 0 pounds, which I don't think is that 
uncommon for European military weapons, but 
it's heavy by U.S. standards. When my shooting 
partner and I were shooting groups from the 
bench, it was noticeable, and I think that trigger 
fatigue did affect our groups at 25 yards from a 
sandbag rest. We'd have three or four rounds in 
basically one hole under an inch and then throw 
a round or two, opening our groups up in some 
cases into the 2- to 3-inch range. Still, that's not 
too shabby, but I can't help thinking that with a 
better trigger we'd have been able to keep 
everything down around an inch and not just 
four out of five rounds. 

I could see the Scorpion EVO 3 S1 getting the 
attention of some of the aftermarket trigger 
companies, but we'll have to wait and see if that 
happens. The good news on the trigger though 
is that you really don't notice it that much when 




INTRODUCING THE NEW, GENETICALLY ENGINEERED 


Mk47^MUTanT 


ARI5 

7.62x39 mm 


Mk47 

7.62x39 mm 


n ■■■ Rii 


THIS IS NO HYBRID ARI5 

The beast-like Mk47 MUTANT is instead 
spawned from two of the world’s greatest 
platforms, genetically re-engineered for ARI5 
accuracy and relentless AK47-like reliability 
with the legendary 7.62x39mm caliber. ^ " 
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So, we've determined the Scorpion 
EVO 3 S1 is a slick, reliable and accurate 
pistol, but what is it really good for? 
After all, it's too big for a carry gun and 
out of the box it really doesn't hold 
that many more rounds than even CZ's 
other 9mm pistols like the SP-01 or CZ- 
75/85. While that's certainly true, what 
it does do it does extremely well. 

The plethora of rails make it easy to 
add optics, lights, lasers or whatever 
else you need to add to the gun. It also 
has excellent rapid-fire performance, 
along with fast reloads and reasonably 
priced magazines of up to 30 rounds in 
capacity. 

Add in a sling with the push-pull 
shooting method or the arm brace 
adapter, and you have a platform that's 
much steadier than a conventional pis- 
tol. The longer barrel gives you in- 
creased velocity, which leads to 
increased terminal performance, too. 

So while it may not be a concealed 
carry piece, the EVO 3 S1 would do very 
well as a home defense pistol or as a 
truck gun. It's more compact than most 
rifle-caliber pistols, and it packs a for- 
midable amount of firepower for its 
size. 

With the $849 MSRP, I suspect you'll 
find that the Scorpion is extremely 
competitive with other pistols in its 
class. Add in the excellent array of af- 
fordably priced accessories, and CZ-USA 
has a sure winner on its hands. FP 


you step away from the bench. It's still the same weight 
and mush, but when you're moving and firing and fo- 
cusing on engaging targets and not just shooting 
groups, you quickly forget about it. 

The other thing that we found out while doing our 
bench work with the Scorpion was that the 9mm round 
definitely benefits from the long 7.72-inch barrel. The 
report was reduced, which made shooting more pleas- 
ant and would be especially welcome when firing the 
pistol indoors. We also saw a reasonable velocity in- 
crease, generally over 100 feet per second over the 3.5- 
inch and 5-inch pistols we tested it against. 

The Scorpion EVO 3 SI locks open on the last shot 
and reloads are quick thanks to the excellent mag re- 
lease. Empties drop free, and the big bolt release makes 
it easy to charge the weapon once a new mag is in- 
serted. Between test firing the Scorpion at work with 
my department's range master and shooting at my local 
gun club with my buddy, we ran more than 400 rounds 
of at least six different brands and styles of 9mm ammu- 
nition through it with absolutely zero malfunctions. 

That is quite impressive for a new gun right out of the 
box. 

We did have two other areas of minor grievance 
when working with the Scorpion. The first is that the 
ambidextrous safety tends to dig into your trigger fin- 
ger when shooting. It isn't painful per se, but it's notice- 
able and unpleasant. The second thing we noticed was 
that when shooting groups against a black target my 


40-something-year old eyes and 
my shooting partner's 50-some- 
thing year old eyes had trouble 
picking up the black front sight. 

All things considered, we still shot 
pretty well, but we would have 
appreciated an easier-to-pick-up 
front sight. 

As it turns out, CZ- 
USA already thought 
of that and offers an 
optional set of sights 
with a high visibility 
white bead for only 
$30 and a flush right 
hand safety control for only $13. 
Problems solved. 

Don't let our couple of quibbles 
give you the wrong idea though. 
The Scorpion EVO 3 SI is an im- 
pressive pistol. It's well laid out 
and handles extremely well. I can 
only imagine that the subgun ver- 
sion with its folding stock is even 
better, and I suspect that more 
than a few EVO Sis will end up 
going the short-barrel rifle route 
once their owners get their ATE 
form 1's approved. 

CZ-USA already announced that 
they'll be making the side folders 
and compliant parts available to 
those who decide to convert this 
pistol to an SBR. As a matter of 
fact. I'm seriously contemplating 
buying my evaluation pistol and 
using it as my first SBR project. 


PRACTICAL POTENTIAL 


■ The Scorpion ships with a flat end cap 
with a slot for a sling but an adapter is 
available that will accept an AR-style 
buffer tube for use with an arm brace 
or cheek rest. 





(MADE 
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■ The EVO 3 S1 is a large 
pistol at 16 inches in length. 
It only weighs five pounds 
though due to its largely 
polymer construction. 


■ The EVO 3 SI has 
plenty of rail space 
for mounting tactical 
lights, lasers or other 
accessories. 


PlSHFOHMAHCi; DATA 



LOAD 

ACCURACY 

AVERAGE VELOCITY 

American Eagle 9mm 1 1 5gr FMJ 

1 5/8" 

1,251 fps 

Hotshot Elite 9mm 1 1 5gr FMJ 

1.5" 

1,252 fps 

Winchester 9mm 124gr FMJ 

7/8" 

1,247 fps 

Winchester Train & Defend 9mm 147gr FMJ 

2 5/8" 

1,042 fps 

Winchester Train & Defend 9mm 147gr JHP 

1 3 / 4 " 

1,037 fps 

All shots fired at 25 yards from a sandbag rest using the factory iron sights. Ambient temperature 54 degrees. 

Group size is the best of five-shot groups fired. 


CZ-USA Scorpion EVO 3 SI 


CALIBER: 9mm Luger 
MAGAZINE CAPACITY: 
20+1 

FRAME: Fiber-rein- 
forced polymer 
TRIGGER MECHA- 
NISM: Single action 
SIGHTS: Low-profile 
fully adjustable 
aperture and post, 
four rear aperture sizes 


BARREL: 7.72-inch 
cold-hammer forged, 
muzzle-threaded 1 8x1 
right-hand 
WEIGHT: 5 pounds 
OVERALL LENGTH: 

16 inches 

HEIGHT: 9.4 inches 
WIDTH: 2.4 inches 
SAFETY: Ambidextrous 
thumb safety 


MSRP: $849 



precision ref lex^corfij 








GET 1ACT CAL 


► BV ft STftFF HRITER 

TRACER ROUNDS AND 
FIREARMS-MOUNTED 
CAMERAS TAKE SHOOTING 
TO A WHOLE NEW LEVEL 


rS A TOUGH JOB, BUT SOMEONE HAS GOT TO DO IT. 

WE SEARCH FAR AND WIDE TO FIND COOL PROD- 
UCTS AND ACCESSORIES THAT YOU CAN ADD TO 
YOUR WISH LIST. FOR THIS ISSUE, WE GOT OUR LITTLE 
HANDS ON TACTICAL PENS, WATCHES, TOMAHAWKS 
AND MORE ... ALL FOR YOUR BENEFIT. 

AND YOU THOUGHT SITTING BEHIND A DESK FROM 9 
TO 5 IS BORING. 




CAMPCO 

Product: Tactical Pen & Digital Watch Combo 
Website: www.CampCo.com 
MSRP: $35 


The pen may just be mightier than the sword. 

The Uzi TPW combo, available through Campco, fea- 
tures a tactical pen and digital watch. 

The pen looks tough, and it is. Not only does it look 
and feel durable, but the tip is 100% mean. It's designed 
for breaking glass, but it could be used in a self-defense 
situation, as well. As for its writing ability, it gets the job 
done there, too. The pen is fairly light, and it writes 
smoothly. 

First impressions of the watch are good. It seems 
durable, it looks good and it's creative with the digital 
seconds counting off at the top of the face. Unlike some 
instructions, which require a PhD to understand, these 
are easy to follow. 


ADDITIONAL 

FEATURES 

Pen 

• Weather 
resistant 

• Glassbreaker top 

• Constructed from 
ultra-durable 
aircraft-grade 
aluminum 


Watch 

• Stainless 
steel back 

• Water resistant 
to 30 meters 
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Does this exude power or what? 

Weighing in at 1 pound and 1.6 ounces, 
the Siege can handle everything from ob- 
stacle removal to entry to crate opening. 
The back spike offers maximum penetra- 
tion; the pommel includes a nail-puller 
and a pry bar. 

Besides strong, it's also durable. The 
black-oxide coating provides blade protec- 
tion, and the riveted, glass-filled nylon 
scales and K-Texture pattern create a nice, 
firm grip. You'll be assured that you'll get 
the job done efficiently and powerfully. 




ADDITIONAL FEATURES 

• Full tang 

• Steel: 3Cr13, black-oxide 
coating 

• Blade Length: 4 inches 

• Overall Length: 16 inches 




Let there be light. And lots of it. 

The Disrupter is no larger than a soda can, but it's armed with 
2,800 lumens, which means that its light shoots out more than a 
% mile. 

It's also as tough as it is powerful. The Disrupter, which weighs 
1 pound and 8 ounces, is constructed of aluminum, and it sports 
a lithium battery that can be charged over and over. 

Light the night. 


ADDITIONAL FEATURES 

• Length: 7 inches 

• Battery Life on High: 2 hours 

• Battery Life on Low: 105 hours 

• Brightness Levels: High, low, medium and strobe 

• Switch Type: Push button 



BETTElfertDOTite IN MINUTES 
WITH THE AR TACTICAL TRIGGER UNIT 


Choose From 


Single Stage 
Two Stage 
LE / MIL 
or 3-GUN 


1 -800-9554856 BUY NOW AT WILS0NC0MBAT.COM 
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G2 RESEARCH, IHC. 

Product: G2 Tracer Round 
Website: www.GWRammo.com 
MSRP: $19.95 for a box of 20 




TACIIYOH 


Product: GunCam 

Website: www.Tachyoninc.com 

MSRP: $249.99 


What is the coolest thing you can do in 200 yards? Here's an idea. 

If you're shooting 9nnnn, take a look at the No-Heat, No-Flame tracer 
round from G2. It is designed to emit a bright tracer effect for 50-100 
yards, but testing shows that the round stays visible in the dark up to 
200 yards. 

Because the new G2 Tracer Round is a cold tracer that literally emits 
no heat or flame, shooters can visually follow training or self-defense 
rounds in low light or dark conditions without worrying about burning 
down their range. It can also be safely fired at indoor ranges with no 
fear of fire from the tracer element. There is also no damage to the in- 
side of the firearm from tracer component ignition during firing or 
while in the barrel. 

This new firearm-and suppressor-friendly round uses a premium- 
grade, copper-clad 95-grain 9mm bullet. It will be offered in .45ACP 
later. 

ADDITIONAL FEATURES 

• Caliber: 9mm (.45 ACP to follow later this year) 

•Velocity: 1,150 FPS 

• Bullet: Special 95-grain, cold tracer round 



Which side of the fence are you on? Either you love technology or 
you hate it. 

If you happen to be in the second category, we found something 
that will likely put you firmly in the first category. If you love it, 
you're going to love it even more. 

Tachyon's GunCam is a high-definition video camera that will 
mount to just about any gun you own with a picatinny light rail. It 
will fit on a pistol, shotgun or rifle, and you don't have to modify a 
thing. It will record more than two hours of video and provide tons 
of fun, entertainment and training. 

And you thought shooting 
could not get any more fun. 

ADDITIONAL FEATURES 

• lOBOp full-HD video 

• Bundled with Picatinny rail mount 

• High-dynamic sensor is ideal for 
low-light 

•Wide angle lens 

• 32-64 GB memory cards recommended 

• Weight: 1 .9 ounces 
•Size: 2.9 by 1 by 1 FP 
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LWRCI™ I HIGH-PERFORMANCE FIREARMS 

PROUDLY MADE IN THE USA I LWRCI.COM I ^1D-3D1-13^a 


Made in the USA 













ENHANCE YOUR 
SHOOTING WITH 
NIKON'S AFFORDABLE 
P-eeS 4-12X40 OPTIC 


E3V JOHN N. RAGUSO 


O UR THIRD INSTALLMENT OF 

OPTICS" CONTINUES WITH A CLOSER LOOK AT THE 
MOST AFFORDABLE GLASS IN OUR GROUP, NIKON'S 
P-223 VARIABLE POWER 4-1 2X SCOPE, THE MODEL 
#8473 4-12X40. — EDITOR 


FIVE MUST-HAVE 


It made eminent sense for the engineers at Nikon to design a 
series of scopes that appeal to one of the USA's favorite go-to 
modern sporting rifles, the AR-15 and its myriad clones. 

The P-223 family of optics are currently populated by a trio of 
affordable optics that include the single magnification 3x32 
($149.99 MSRP), the variable power 3-9x40 ($199.99 MSRP) and 
the latest addition to the group and the subject of this month's 
review, the 4-12x40 ($249.99 MSRP). 


The scope, according 
to the author, provides 
excellent optical clarity, 
and it has two diverse 
aiming methods. 





■ The scopes in 
the P-223 line are 
waterproof. 


THE FEATURES 

This latest P-223 optic allows hunters and shooters to reach out to 
targets a bit further downrange than its two siblings with its 12x mag- 
nification power. 

Like all of the scopes in the P-223 lineup, they share the same funda- 
mental heritage with a waterproof design that will suffer no damage 
to the optical system if submerged or dropped in water to a maximum 
depth of 1 meter for up to 10 minutes. All P-223 rifle scopes can be 
used in conditions of high humidity, dust and rain without risk of dam- 
age, although it's a good idea to protect the fully-coated glass lenses 
when not in use with the scope caps that are included as part of the 
case candy. 

The P-223's internal tube is nitrogen-filled to make it fog-proof and 
resistant to condensation and mold. The outer skin of the aluminum 
tube is coated with a durable matte finish that will not produce reflec- 
tive glare in bright sunlight and will stand up to the rigors of everyday 
use. 

One of the most outstanding features of the P-223 4-12x40 scope is 
its split personality, which allows operators two distinct and proven 
methods to sight-in downrange targets. The BDC 600 reticle features a 
built-in ballistic drop compensator that was developed specifically for a 




55-grain polymer-tipped projectile moving at 
3,240 fps. 

If you need to engage multiple targets at dif- 
ferent distances rapidly and under stress, sight- 
ing via the BDC 600 reticle is the way to go. It 
provides 10 different aiming points for targets 
from 100 to 600 yards using a 55-gr .223 Rem 
projectile with a muzzle velocity of 3,240 fps. 
Once you set the scope's crosshair zero to 100 
yards, a quintet of stacked circles set under this 
initial zero guides the operator to subsequent 
aiming points at 200, 300, 400, 500 and 600 
yards. Anything that might fall in between 
those round numbers is addressed via a quartet 
of hash marks positioned in the spaces between 
the circles, with perpendicular stadia lines indi- 
cating where your bullet will strike 250, 350, 450 
and 550 yards downrange. 

If you are not comfortable using circle and 
hash mark holdovers for your long-range shots 
and prefer the comfort zone of the crosshairs, 
this P-223's Rapid Action Turret offers pre-set 
positions for the same distances from 100 to 600 
yards, with the convenience of twisting the 
wheel to dial-in your precise distance to the tar- 
get. Once again, setting the initial zero at 100 
yards is the secret to making it all work seam- 
lessly, with a convenient return-to-zero turret 
feature that simplifies the adjustment process. 


LOW DOWN ON BMT 

Like many of Nikon's variable power rifle- 
scopes, their P-223 series with BDC reticle offers 
an additional level of precision accuracy and is 
optimized for use with Nikon's "Spot On Ballistic 
Match Technology." Spot On BMT allows you to 
ascertain the precise distance of the various aim- 
ing points on your scope's reticle, based on your 
specific ammunition and load. 

To see how this works with an alternate load, 
let's take another popular cartridge for AR-1 5 
MSRs, like Federal's 62-gr FMJBT. Plugging this 
projectile into the Nikon Spot On Ballistic Match 
Technology calculator, here's what turned up 
using 12x magnification with a 100-yard zero: 

Position on BDC Reticie Distance in yards (@12x) 


Primary cross hair 1 00 yards 

First circle 1 84 

First hash mark 229 

Second Circle 277 

Second hash mark 321 

Third circle 369 

Third hash mark 420 

Fourth circle 472 

Fourth hash mark 525 

Fifth circle 574 


Compare this to the stated 100-/200-/250- 
/300-/350-400-/450-/500-/550- and 600-yard BDC 


reticle ranges for the 55-gr projectile, and it's 
obvious that each bullet weight and shape will 
have a different effect on where it ends up rela- 
tive to the fixed reticle position. 

And here's another nuance. Because the P- 
223 glass uses a second focal plane reticle, the 
range settings will be different yet again if you 
change the magnification level. As you decrease 
it, the ranges will increase on each of the five 
circles and four stadia lines, even if you keep an 
identical 100-yard zero. 

If this were to be my primary scope for hunt- 
ing or to repel an outer space alien invasion. I'd 
generate a DOPE book on my favorite loads and 
preferred magnification levels (i.e. 4x-8x-12x) 
and keep it handy in the rifle case. 

Yet another consideration when trying to in- 
terpret these "absolute" values is that depend- 
ing on your rifle's barrel length, you might not 
achieve the stated muzzle velocity that you 
need to make these numbers work with 99 per- 
cent accuracy/predictability. When manufactur- 
ers state muzzle velocities for .223 ammo, it's 
usually through a 24-inch test barrel. The num- 
bers for 5.56mm ammo are a different story and 
are run through a standard 20-inch barrel typi- 
cal of your AR-1 5. If your MSR weapon of choice 
is an 18/16-inch middy or a 16/14.5-inch M4 car- 
bine, this will lower your actual muzzle velocity 



■ The scope features 
spot-on-ballistic match 
technology. This means 
you can determine the 
precise distance of the 
various aiming points 
on your scope's reticle, 
based on your specific 
ammunition and load. 



"THIS LATEST P-223 OPTIC 
ALLOWS HUNTERS AND 
SHOOTERS TO REACH 
OUT TO TARGETS A BIT 
EURTHER DOWNRANGE" 
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Nikon P-223 4-12x40 Scope 
with BDC 600 Reticle & Rc 
Action Turret 


RETICLE: BDC 600 
FINISH: Matte 
MAGNIFICATION: 4x-12x 
EFFECTIVE OBJECTIVE DIAMETER: 40mm 
OBJECTIVE TUBE DIAMETER: 50.3mm 
EYEPIECE OUTSIDE DIAMETER: 44mm 
EXIT PUPIL AT LOWEST POWER: 10-3.3mm 
EYE RELIEF: 3.7" 

FIELD OF VIEW (FT@100YD): 23.6'-to-7.9' 

at 1 00 yards 

TUBE DIAMETER: 1 " 

WINDAGE AND ELEVATION ADJUSTMENTS: 
1/4" at 100 yards per click 
MAX INTERNAL ADJUSTMENT: 60MOA 
PARALLAX SETTING: 100 yards (fixed) 
LENGTH: 14.1" 

WEIGHT: 17.5 oz 


MSRP: $249.99 


Contact Info 

COMPANY 

Nikon, Inc. 


ADDRESS 

1300 Walt Whitman Road 
Melville, NY 11 747 


www.NikonSportOptics.com 



■ The P-223's internal tube is 
filled with nitrogen filled to 
make it fog-proof. 


and the Nikon's Spot On Ballistic Match Technology calculator 
will give you a reasonable guesstimate as to where your rounds 
should strike, but not an absolute value. Remember that the 
theoretical range should not be considered an exact distance 
number unless you can verify this in the field. 

FIELD WORK 

My experience using the Nikon P-223 scope mated to a Rock 
River ATH middy HBAR carbine with free-floated quadrail cham- 
bered in .223 Wylde was all good. 

The Nikon P-223 scope mounts would not slide onto the RRA 
upper receiver's Picatinny rail, so I drafted a pair of Weaver 
scope rings to make the terminal connection. The rotary diopter 
situated on the aft end of the P-223's eyepiece will fine tune 
your target's focus and put things quickly into perspective 
downrange. 

The parallax is non-adjustable on this scope and is fixed at 
100 yards. The Nikon's power ring features a small fin and is rel- 
atively easy to dial in to the preferred magnification, either 
bare-handed or wearing gloves. 


Using premium grade ammunition like Hornady's 68-gr and 
75-gr BTHP Match and Federal's top-shelf 69-gr Sierra Matchk- 
ing Gold Medal BTHP, I was able to consistently print sub-MOA 
3-shot groups and l-to-1.2 MOA 5-shot groups shooting from a 
bench and using a simple Caldwell beanbag. I then reached out 
to other targets set at 200 and 250 yards, and they were quickly 
dispatched, using either the BDC reticle's pre-set circles and 
hash marks, or working the P-223's Rapid Action Turret, which 
had been set and confirmed at a 100-yard zero. 

GO DEEP 

If you are into MSRs and want to reach out and touch things 
further downrange, Nikon's P-223 4-12x40 is a very efficient and 
affordable way to make things happen. Although the $249.99 
MSRP is a reasonable asking price to acquire this quality optic 
that was designed by Nikon in Japan and manufactured in the 
Philippines, the street price is usually less. 

You get a lot of scope for the money with this P-223, with ex- 
cellent optical clarity, two diverse aiming methods and you can't 
beat Nikon's lifetime warranty. FP 



Summary 
of Features 

Nikon's P-223 
4-12x40 
(Model 8473) 

Dual Sighting 
System- BDC 600 
Reticle or Rapid 
Action Turret with 
pre-marked ranges 
Spring-loaded 
instant zero-reset 
turrets 

Medium-profile 
target-style turrets 
* 1 * Fully multi-coated 
optics provide up 
to 98 percent light 
transmission and 
bright, high-contrast 
sighting even in 
low-contrast 
situations 
Quick focus 
eyepiece 
Compatible with 
spot on custom 
turret 

Waterproof/fog- 

proof 

* 1 * Compatible with 
P-Series accessory 
mount 









LA ZK HARP 


► E3V TIM STETZER 


HGW TO IMPROVE TRIGGER CONTROL & ENHANCE REACTIONS 
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"THE TARGETS ELASH RANDOMLY IN 3- TO 7-SECOND INTERVALS, 
AND YOU HAVE TO ENGAGE WHICHEVER TARGET IS SLASHING. " 


T ime is precious, and so is money. 

PROPER TRAINING REQUIRES A LOT 
OF THE FIRST AND SOMETIMES A LOT 
OF THE SECOND. LUCKILY, THE FOLKS 
AT LASERLYTE HAVE COME UP WITH A WAY TO 
MAKE THE MOST OF THE FIRST FOR NOT MUCH 
OF THE SECOND, AND THEY DID IT WITH THEIR 
TRIPLE TYME KIT. 

WHAT YOU GET 

The Triple Tyme Kit, which enables you to prac- 
tice your sight picture and trigger squeeze, gives 
you everything you need in one handy box. The 
kit consists of three LaserLyte Reaction Tyme Tar- 
gets, a Trigger Tyme Compact Training Pistol and a 
LT-PRO Pistol Laser Trainer. For good measure, they 
throw in a spare set of batteries. 

The Compact Training Pistol is sized and styled 
similar to a Clock 42 so it's a great tool if you're 
carrying a 42, one of the new 9mm Clock 43s or a 
similar sized pistol. 

The training pistol is made from bright blue 
polymer so that you know it's a training gun, and 
it's incapable of firing anything other than a laser 
once you install the LT-PRO module. The trigger is 
a double-action only mechanism, not a striker 
fired one like an actual Clock. This allows for re- 
peated shots without having to manipulate a slide 
and change the grip on your pistol. The trigger 
pull is long but light, coming in at a bit over four 
pounds on my trigger pull gauge. 


The LT-PRO module itself is powered by three 
tiny 377 batteries and will work either in the 
LaserLyte training pistols or in your actual target 
or concealed carry firearm. It's adjustable for bore 
sizes from 9mm/.38 up to .45 caliber. The nice 
thing about that is you can do the bulk of your 
training with the provided training pistol and its 
resetting trigger, but you can still switch to your 
actual carry gun and practice with its trigger and 
sight picture as well. 

The addition of three Reaction Tyme Targets is a 
nice touch to this kit and allows you to set up dif- 
ferent courses of fire involving multiple targets at 
varying ranges. The targets can be set to either 
flash and beep when the laser hits them or they 
can be placed on a timer. In the timer mode, the 
targets flash randomly in 3- to 7-second intervals, 
and you have to engage whichever target is flash- 
ing. This is especially interesting when you have all 
three set up and need to watch which are going 
to flash or try to engage multiple targets flashing 
at the same time. 

When you get a successful hit, you are re- 
warded with a flashing red light and two beeps. 

ANY WHERE, ANY TIME 

The other thing that's nice about the Triple 
Tyme Kit is that you can literally shoot this any- 
where you like. Because it's a perfectly safe laser 
system with no physical projectile coming out of 
the training pistol, you can set it up in you game 


room, the back yard, even your living 
room. 

Also, being that there is no report, 
just a relatively low beep from the 
target when you hit, you can pretty 
much shoot it wherever and what- 
ever time of day you like without 
worrying about annoying others. 

Not only do I use it at home, but I also took it 
into work, where the guys in my squad and I got 
some practice in during our breaks. In fact, I think 
it'd be a great tool to have in any police station, as 
it's an incredibly affordable way for officers to get 
some extra practice in whenever they have a few 
minutes free. 

MAKE THE MOST OF TYME 

Let's face it: Any shooting is better than no 
shooting. It would be great to plow a thousand 
rounds downrange every weekend, but that's not 
reality for most of us. Between the time involved 
and the cost of ammunition these days, we're 
often limited in how much time we get behind a 
live firearm. 

With an MSRP of $279.95, LaserLyte can hook 
you up with a full training set up that will let you 
get in as much training as you want, wherever and 
whenever you want to do it. That way, when you 
do finally hit the range, you'll have the skills to re- 
ally make the most of your time and money when 
you're throwing live rounds downrange. FP 


■ The LT-PRO 
laser module is 
good for 3,000 
shots on its 
trio of 377 bat- 
teries and will 
work in either 
the provided 
Compact Train- 
ing Pistol or 
your actual 
firearm. 


The Benefits of LaserLyte 

WHAT IT DOES NOT DO 

Granted, training with a laser isn't the same thing 
as shooting live ammunition with the accompany- 
ing recoil, noise and muzzle blast. 

WHAT IT DOES DO 

But, you can hone your grip and work on trigger 
control and acquiring your sight picture. It will also 
enhance your reactions. These will make a differ- 
ence when you do make it out to the range. 

HOW IT HELPS 

Think of Trigger Tyme Kit as a supplement to your 
normal range work. When I've regularly practiced 
with airsoft pistols in the past, my qualification 
scores improved when I would hit the live fire range. 



■ The Triple Tyme Kit comes with three 
Reaction Tyme Targets that beep and 
flash when you hit them. 


Do the Math 


Add These Facts Up 

COMPANY 

Ifl The LaserLyte LT-PRO module is good for 

LaserLyte 

1 3,000 shots before you need a battery 


swap. 

ADDRESS 


30 N Alamos Drive 

^ % A pack of 1 2 extra batteries is $1 1 .95 

Cottonwood, AZ 86326 

^ ^ from LaserLyte, so that's about $3 per 


3,000 shots. 

PHONE 


(928) 649-3201 

^ ^ 1 did a couple quick comparisons and 


■ t found that 3,000 rounds of .22 LR will run 

EMAIL 

^ ^ you around $270 on the current market; 

info@laserlyte.com 

the same amount of 9mm Ball will go for around 


$750 for brass cased ammo. 1 even looked at what 

WEB 

basic .1 77 caliber pellets would run if you were 

www.LaserLyte.com 

using an airgun for training, and you're still paying 


around $54 for 3,000 rounds. 
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SAfi B6 is Oiii THi Rise 


.The SAR B6 polymer pistol boasts -progressive improvements in pistol technology. The SAR pistol ^ 

' features a lightened frame with an external hammer and improved overall ergonomics to its proven, 
military design. With state of the art manufacturing, materials and top quality craftsmanship, the ' 
. 9AR B6 is a pistol you’ll love to shoot! Available in a compact or full size polymer frame. , 




SAR B6P A 
Pistol . ' f'T^ 

BBL-4.5" -'' • \ * ^ 
OAL-8.2"'- ^ 

Wt-29 oz ' 

9MM; 16+1 Capacity 
$393MSRP * 


Features l^olude: 

• Serrated & Checkered Frame 

• External Hammer 

• DA/SA ' 9 

• Beaver Tail 

• Polymer Frame 


SAR B6PL "■'% 
Compact Pistol 
BBL-3.8"- OAL-y.S" 
Wt-26 oz 

9MM; 13+1 Capacity 
$393 MSRP 


WWW. eaacorp. com 

If your dealer cannot get you a B6P Pistol, ask them to 
email us for more information at eaacorp@eaacorp.com 
or unite us att P.O. Box 560746, Rockledge, Ft 32956 


>iMERIGAN ARMORY CORPORATJOM 



UR-15 lie MIO IRSISISX 

{(With RRA Operator CAR Stock 

IVISRP:S15G5‘ 


INTRODUCING THE 

LAR-15 IRS MID** 

With its integrated folding sights, multiple 
accessory rails, and RRA performance-tuned 
engineering, trustworthy backup is always at 
arm's length. 


IRS Hand guard Svstem 


EXCLUSIVE; 


RRA Helical 
Muzzle Brake 


CALIBER 5.56MM rJATO CHAMBER FOR 5.56^.223 
WEIGHT: 7B POUNDS LENGTH: 345'' 


mR-15 IRS MID QUICK SPECS; 






FUNDAMliNTALS 


FOR BETTER ACCURACY, GET YOUR SIGHTS IN 
ORDER ... AND PRESS TKAT TRIGGER PROPERLY 

► E3V DAUID SIMERLV 


F YOU WANT TO SHOOT 

BETTER, YOU'VE COME TO 

THE RIGHT PLACE. 

In my last article, I covered 
the basics of presentation and 
how to use biomechanics to aid 
in handgun shooting. This time 
around I will get into the con- 
trols on the pistol itself, which 
means sight alignment and trig- 
ger control. 

You might be thinking that 
sights aren't controls. Granted, 
sights may not be classically con- 
sidered controls, but without the 
ability to aim a pistol, you aren't 
going to be able to hit what you 
aim for. 

ALIGNMENT 

Sight alignment is first. 

With basic iron sights, there is 
a front post and rear notch. The 
sights should be aligned in such a 
manner that the front post is ver- 
tically even with the top of the 
rear notch, and the front post 
should be centered in the rear 
notch, with an equal amount of 
daylight showing on either side. 

Pistols equipped with night 
sights will actually have the same 
sight picture as a basic iron 
sighted pistol; fight the urge to 
use the dots as aiming points 
during the daytime. The dots are 
for aiming in low light only. 

The other types of sights you 
may find are fiber optic inserts, 
plain white dots or adjustable 
sights that are adjustable for 
windage and elevation to match 



the load you use. If your sights can be adjusted, go to 
the range to make sure they align with the brand of 
ammo you are using. 

PICTURE 

Let's now look at sight picture. 

When I say sight picture, you probably think I'm 
just talking about pointing the gun at the target, but 
it can actually vary quite a bit from gun to gun. It also 
can change depending on the ammunition being 
used. 


Most pistols will fall into one of two categories for 
sight picture. Some prefer a 6 o'clock hold in which 
you aim a little bit lower than the point of impact. 
This method is often used in pistol matches. Describ- 
ing that sight picture in comparison to a round bulls- 
eye target, the center of the target sits on top of the 
front sight post. This is a pretty typical sight picture as 
used on match pistol. 

The second is "bulls-eye" or "dead on" hold, in 
which the front sight on the pistol will cover the cen- 
ter of the target. The second type of picture is gener- 
ally on combat-type pistols. 
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Go to the range, test your ammunition with 
your gun and compare the point of aim to the 
point of impact. If there is a great deal of dif- 
ference between the two, consider changing 
the ammo to one with higher or lower velocity 
or to a heavier or lighter bullet to assure that 
the point of impact and point of aim coincide. 

If you need to adjust for windage, you can tap 
the rear or front sight as needed. 

TRIGGER 

The next facet is trigger control, which is 
very important, and it is equally important not 
to be scared of the trigger. Here's some basic 
math to consider. 

Your average striker-fired pistol, fully 
loaded, weighs around two pounds. The fac- 
tory trigger weight in those pistols will average 
in the range of 5 1/2 to 7 pounds. Comparing 
the weight of the pistol to the trigger pull, it is 
very easy to see how difficult keeping the sights 
aligned and on target can be while pressing a 
trigger. This is especially important considering 
the trigger pull is between two and four times 
the weight of the pistol. Here's how to do it. 

The first thing many instructors tell you is 
where your finger should contact the trigger. 
This is all well and good if every pistol and 
every hand were the same size, but they are 
not. 

In the first installment of this column (May 
201 5), I explained how to grip your pistol. 
Keeping your hand centered on the back strap 
of the pistol will naturally change where your 
finger hits the trigger. That being said, if your 
hand is large enough and fingers long enough, 

I recommend contacting the trigger at about 
halfway down the pad on the tip of your fin- 
ger. This will take some practice to figure out. If 
you're shooting right, less finger. If you're 
shooting left, more finger. 

Now that you've figured out where to touch 
the trigger, let's use how the body works to 
press the trigger straight back. Fingers naturally 
move in an arc as they bend, so what needs to 
be done is minimalize that arc. Look at the pad 
on the tip of your finger while it's curved. Prac- 
tice moving just the first two sections of your 
finger separately from the third. Now, place a 
pen or pencil against the pad of your finger 
and continue to practice the motion until you 
can move it more or less in a straight line. Once 
you've got it figured out, it's time to dry fire. 

Get your pistol, unload it and ensure there's 
no ammunition in the room. Pick a small spot 
10 to 15 feet away to aim at. Now, applying the 


fundamentals from this article and the last, get 
your grip and press your pistol out to the tar- 
get. Get your sight alignment and picture 
nailed down, then press (in one smooth contin- 
uous motion) the trigger straight to the rear. 

Ideally, your sight picture and alignment will 
not change as the sear trips and the pistol goes 
click. If it does, reset and repeat until your 
sights stay still as you dry fire your pistol. 

Once you've got that down, it's time to go to 
the range. If your shots start to wander when 
you're shooting live ammo, unload your pistol 
and dry fire it 10 times before resuming live 
fire. Doing this will help your accuracy and con- 
sistency. 

ONE STEP AT A TIME 

Through these articles I'm sharing a good 
way to build a solid base of knowledge and 
skill. Shooting is a skill that has a definite expi- 
ration on it, so practice. 

If you aren't practicing, you will not build 
upon the level of skill you currently possess, 
and what skill you do possess will degrade over 
time. Take the time to practice, both dry fire 
and live fire, and I'll see you next month for our 
next installment. FP 

David Simerly, the owner of DNA Guns, 
is a state trooper. 


Does the Gun Matter? 

In the photos, the author uses a semi-auto handgun for 
demonstration purposes. All the techniques work equally 
well for either semi-autos or revolvers. 
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A .22 caliber powerhouse fueled by 
the ReAxis gas piston slings pellets 
down range at a blazing 1000 fps. Its 
muzzle noise is reduced by the Umarex 
SilencAir noise dampening system. 
Eguipped with a built-in bipod, Lockdown 
Mount, and 3-9x32 scope, the Umarex 
Fuel is ready for steady target acguisition. 

See it in action here: 

www.UmarexUSA.com/firepower 
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[] In the real world, 
there's no margin 
for error. That's why 
operators turn to 
G-Code for tactical 
carry systems. 

Photo by Lloyd Wainscott 
Photography 
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Barrett will not sell to government agencies in the State of California or New York. 
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The Huger® AR-556® semi-automatic, M4-styie, direct impingement Modern Sporting Rifie is American-made and 

constructed from top-quaiity components, inciuding a forged 7075-T6 aiuminum upper and iower receiver and a coid hammer- 
forged, chrome-moiy steei barrei with M4 feed ramp cuts. Chambered in 5.56 NATO, the AR-556's carbine-iength, fiattop, 
M4 design is fuiiy configured with a Ruger® Rapid Depioy foiding rear sight, miiied F-height gas biock with post front sight, 
forward assist, dust cover, brass defiector, teiescoping six-position stock, improved trigger-reach grip, eniarged trigger guard and 
one 30-round Magpui® PMAG®. Standardized M4/AR components are utiiized throughout, so the AR-556® is easiiy customized. 

* Some rifles may not be available in all states and locales due to laws limiting magazine capacity and feature-based restrictions. 

Please check with your local law enforcement agency prior to purchasing this firearm to verify that it may legally be purchased and/or possessed in your particular state and locale. 
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